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1.1 WHAT IS A PARKS, 
COMMUNITY SERVICES, AND 
TRAILS MASTER PLAN?
The Moreno Valley Parks, Community Services, and Trails Master Plan 
(Plan) is designed to guide the future of parks, community services, 
and trails in Moreno Valley. This Plan was developed over a year-long 
planning process consisting of surveys, community workshops, stake-
holder meetings, park visits, and an analysis of the usage of parks, 
community services, and trails in Moreno Valley. An in-depth assess-
ment of the current state of parks, open space, and community ser-
vices was conducted to determine opportunities for improvement, 
expansion, and new development. Extensive community feedback 
was used alongside the analysis to ensure the Plan prioritizes commu-
nity-identified issues, solutions, and priorities for Moreno Valley. To ad-
equately serve Moreno Valley’s growing population, this Plan provides 
recommendations to meet the City’s park, community services, and 
trail needs over the next 10 to 20 years. 

Parks, community services, and trails play a critical role in maintain-
ing a healthy, high quality of life in Moreno Valley. Not only do parks, 
recreation facilities, and programming promote physical health, they 
also serve a special role in bringing people together to build positive 
memories, experiences, and relationships. This Plan recognizes the 
importance of an accessible, well-maintained, and diverse parks and 
recreation system.

The Plan is intended to help the City achieve the short, mid, and long-
term visions and projects identified in the recommendations chapter. 
Although the Plan does not include conceptual design plans for parks 
and recreation facilities, there is enough information to help City staff, 
elected officials, and other stakeholders make informed decisions. 

1.2 PARKS AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT
The City’s Parks and Community Services Department (Department) 
is responsible for the operation and maintenance of over 400 acres 
of parks, over 20 miles of trails, and five public recreation facilities. 
The Department is also responsible for hosting annual special events, 
sports programs, and a variety of other recreation programs for youth, 
adults, and seniors. Other activities and programs the Department as-
sists with include:

 » Beautify MoVal Parks and Trails Program
 » Healthy MoVal
 » Public art programs
 » Annual hikes
 » Community demonstration garden
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Inventory of City-Owned Parks
 » A thorough physical assessment of the quantity and condition of park facilities 

and amenities

Plan Components
The Parks, Community Services, & Trails Master Plan includes the following components:

Park “Level of Service” Analysis
 » An analysis of geographic and demographic data to better understand 

gaps and underserved populations throughout Moreno Valley

Assessment of Recreation Programming and Staff Resources
 » An extensive review of recreation and staffing resource data from the last five years 

to assess future opportunities

Community & Stakeholder Outreach
 » A comprehensive community and stakeholder outreach program 

comprised of meetings, workshops, surveys, online tools, and more

Recommendations for Parks and Recreation Facilities and Programming
 » Recommendations based on feedback collected from residents, stakeholders, 

staff, and elected officials

Implementation Strategies
 » A set of implementable short, mid, and long-term projects to inform 

the City’s annual Capital Improvement Program over the next 10 years

Recommendations for Funding
 » A table of federal, state, and regional funding sources for parks and recreation proj-

ects and programming



MORENO VALLEY PARKS, COMMUNITY SERVICES & TRAILS MASTER PLAN DRAFT10



INTRODUCTION 11

1.3 PREVIOUS 
PLANNING 
HISTORY
There are several City-adopted 
planning documents and pro-
grams that govern the present 
and future of Moreno Valley’s 
parks, community services, and 
trails. An extensive review of rel-
evant plans was conducted to 
ensure this Plan is both consis-
tent with and helps to advance 
policies and programs. An over-
view of the most pertinent plans 
and programs is provided below 
for reference.

1.3.1 CITY OF MORENO VALLEY GENERAL PLAN (2021)
The City of Moreno Valley General Plan (2021) is a comprehensive, long-term planning document that as-
sesses the City’s current conditions and plans for how Moreno Valley will grow in the future. The General Plan 
provides a path for Moreno Valley to achieve its aspirations for growth while maintaining its reputation as a 
family-friendly community for generations to come. The General Plan is guided by four overarching themes: 
Dynamic Economy, Vibrant Gathering Places, Community Identity, and Livable Neighborhoods. Under these 
themes are a number of guiding principles, many of which are relevant to parks, community services, and 
trails, including, but not limited to:

Dynamic Economy

 » Promote tourism and attract visitors, leveraging natural assets like Lake Perris.

Vibrant Gathering Places

 » Create inviting gateways into Moreno Valley from freeways and major roadways.
 » Provide sports, recreation, and cultural facilities that provide a range of options for youth, families, and se-

niors and attract visitors to Moreno Valley.

Community Identity

 » Design and program public spaces that reflect Moreno Valley’s cultural diversity.
 » Make Moreno Valley a destination city with a modern, innovative brand and become a model community 

where people choose to live, work, and play.
 » Provide activities for youth and families to build community bonds.

Livable Neighborhoods

 » Create opportunities for neighborhood interaction.
 » Prioritize safety on roads, near schools, in public places, and in neighborhoods.
 » Promote active lifestyles with trail connections, parcourse courses, and other recreational amenities. 
 » Prioritize clean air, water, fresh food, and community health. 
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City of Moreno Valley General Plan: Parks & Public Services Element (2021)
Within the General Plan is the Parks & Public Services Element, which includes specific goals, policies, and 
actions for parks and recreation. This Element establishes a park service standard of three acres of parkland 
per 1,000 residents. The Element also guides the expansion of its multi-use trail system and envisions a 56-
mile network expansion. The four goals of the Element are to:

1. Provide and maintain a comprehensive system of quality parks, multi-use trails, and recreational facili-
ties to meet the needs of Moreno Valley’s current and future population.

2. Locate, design, and program public facilities as contributors to neighborhood quality of life.
3. Provide for responsive police and fire services that ensure a safe and secure environment for people and 

property.
4. Provide utilities and infrastructure to deliver safe, reliable services for current and future residents and 

businesses.

These goals, along with their supporting policies and actions, were considered throughout the planning pro-
cess and integrated into the Plan’s recommendations, where applicable.

City of Moreno Valley General Plan: Environmental Justice Element (2021)
The General Plan also includes an Environmental Justice Element, which sets goals to prioritize a healthy 
and safe environment by reducing exposure to pollution; providing safe and sanitary housing; expanding 
access to healthy foods; and encouraging active engagement in civic life. There are many ways for the En-
vironmental Justice Element goals to be advanced through parks and recreation, including but not limited 
to the provision of safe outdoor gathering spaces, recreational programming, and opportunities to grow 
healthy food at community gardens.

1.3.2 CITY OF MORENO VALLEY CLIMATE 
ACTION PLAN (2021)
The City of Moreno Valley Climate Action Plan guides the City’s com-
mitment to the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, as well 
as its compliance with the State’s GHG emission reduction standards. 
The plan establishes a community-wide strategy for reducing Moreno 
Valley’s GHG emissions and will be used as a tool for policymakers, 
businesses, and community members for years to come. This docu-
ment also advances the City’s General Plan (2021) goal to “prioritize 
clean air, water, fresh food, and community health.”

1.3.3 MOMENTUM MOVAL (2016)
Momentum MoVal is a Strategic Plan adopted in 2016 as an effort to 
bring forward a comprehensive vision to help Moreno Valley thrive as 
it experiences population and economic growth. This plan initiated a 
vision for the transformation of a young city into a mature communi-
ty by creating goals for economic development, public safety, library, 
infrastructure, beautification, community engagement, quality of life, 
and youth programming.

1.3.4 KEEP MOVAL BEAUTIFUL
Keep MoVal Beautiful is a volunteer and donation program dedicated 
to the beautification of MoVal’s parks, trails, and streets. The program 
organizes community volunteer events, such as tree plantings, trash 
cleanups, fence painting, and more.
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A demographic profile for Moreno Valley was completed using the 
most current data available from the U.S. Census Bureau. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, Moreno Valley has a population of 208,371 
residents and 55,532 housing units. The racial and ethnic makeup is 
28.7 percent white, 17.9 percent African American, 5.3 percent Asian,  
and 9.5 percent of people identify as two or more races. About 60.4 
percent of the population identifies as Hispanic or Latino.

Key demographic comparisons with other state and national statis-
tics include: 

 » The estimated median age in Moreno Valley is 32.3, which is slightly 
lower than the median age of California (37.6) and the United States 
(38.8).

 » The estimated median household income is $79,840, which is 
lower than California ($84,907) and higher than the United States 
($62,843). 

 » The population of Moreno Valley is almost evenly split between the 
sexes with 49.7 percent of the population identifying as male and 
50.2 percent as female. The populations of California and the Unit-
ed States are also roughly evenly divided between the sexes.

2.1.1 POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS 
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) projects 
that the population will increase by 29.7 percent from 2016 to a total 
of 266,800 residents by the year 2045. The number of households is 
projected to increase by 44.6 percent from 2016 to 76,200 in 2045 
and the total employment in Moreno Valley will increase by 82.8 per-
cent to a total of 64,900 by the year 2045. The projected population 
estimates are displayed in Figure 2-1. Several factors that contribute 
to the projected population increase include new commercial/indus-
trial development along State Route 60 and new housing projects in 
undeveloped areas of the Moreno Valley.

(+

FIGURE 2-1:  Population Growth Trends
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2.2 PARK CLASSIFICATION 
The Plan classifies the City’s 
parks into five categories: Mini 
Parks, Neighborhood Parks, 
Community Parks, Linear Parks, 
and Special Use Parks, as shown 
in Table 2-1. Each park type pro-
vides standard and unique rec-
reation opportunities.

2.2.1 MINI PARKS
Mini parks are generally smaller 
parks that provide both passive 
and limited active recreation. 
Although they focus on passive 
recreation, they play an import-
ant role in providing outdoor ac-
cess to greenspace. These parks 
are typically less than two acres 
and serve residents within a half-
mile walking distance. Small pic-
nic areas, outdoor exercise areas, 
and playgrounds are typical park 
amenities. Other park features 
may include open grassy areas, 
benches, landscaped gardens, 
and small shade structures. Mini 
parks typically do not include 
active recreation amenities such 
as court sports and fields.

2.2.2 NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARKS
Neighborhood parks are gener-
ally smaller parks that provide 
both passive and some active 
recreation. Although they tend 
to focus more on passive recre-
ation, they sometimes include a 
few active recreation amenities 
such as sports courts. Neighbor-
hood parks play an important 
role in providing outdoor park 
access for neighborhoods. These 
parks are typically less than 
eight acres and serve residents 
within a half-mile walking dis-
tance. Playgrounds, picnic areas, 
restrooms, walking paths, and 
sports courts are typical park 
amenities.

PARK TYPE SIZE ACRES

Mini Park <  2 acres 0.5

Neighborhood Park 2-8 acres 102.98

Community Park > 8 acres 208.9

Linear Park (counting 
25% of total acreage) Varies 10.43

Special-use Facility Varies 88.33

Total 411.16

TAbLE 2-1: Park Type by Typical Size and Current Acreage

Santiago Park: A Neighborhood Park

Westbluff Park: A Neighborhood Park
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2.2.3 COMMUNITY 
PARKS
Community parks serve the dai-
ly recreational needs of the local 
neighborhood they are located 
in, as well as the broader com-
munity at large. They are gen-
erally between eight and thirty 
acres in size. They consist of larg-
er park facilities such as sports 
fields, pools, and multiple-court 
sports, as well as playgrounds, 
larger group picnic areas, and 
walking paths. Community parks 
serve both residents within a 
half-mile walking distance and 
residents within a two-mile driv-
ing distance.

2.2.4 LINEAR PARKS
Linear parks are narrow, passive 
park areas that typically have 
limited amenities. Recreation 
opportunities are usually de-
signed for walking, jogging, bik-
ing, or equestrian uses. Common 
amenities include benches, pic-
nic tables, outdoor exercise ar-
eas, or interpretive signage. For 
the purposes of calculating level 
of service (LOS), 25 percent of 
the total linear park acreage was 
calculated because the uses 
within the park space are limited 
to walking, biking, or other forms 
of micro mobility. 

2.2.5 SPECIAL-USE 
FACILITIES
Special-use facilities are park 
areas that provide unique rec-
reation opportunities. They are 
usually limited to a single-use  
recreation experience such as 
a dog park, community center, 
pool, or equestrian center. Spe-
cial-use facilities serve both res-
idents within a half-mile walking 
distance and residents within a 
two-mile driving distance.

Morrison Park: A Community Park

Juan Bautista De Anza Trail, CA Linear Aqueduct Site: A Linear Park

Moreno Valley Equestrian Park: A Special-use Facility
Photo credits to Moreno Valley Trailseekers
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2.3 TAKING A LOOK AT MORENO 
VALLEY’S PARKS
2.3.1 A GLIMPSE INTO EACH PARK
Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park  - 4.4 acres
Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park is located on the west side of the city 
along Adrienne Avenue and Pan Am Boulevard. Its amenities include 
four lighted basketball half-courts, a shaded picnic area with barbe-
cues, a horseshoe play area with two pits, a walking path, and a green 
grassy area surrounded by trees. 

Bay Side Park - 2 acres
Bay Side Park is located on the northwest side of the city along Bay 
Avenue. It is a neighborhood park with a playground area, horseshoe, 
one basketball half-court, a picnic area, and an open grassy area with 
a walking path. 

Bethune Park - 6 acres
Bethune Park is a neighborhood park located at the southern corner of 
Moreno Valley next to Bethune Elementary School. It has a snack bar, 
a playground, two tennis courts, shaded picnic areas, a barbecue, and 
a splash pad area. The City also has a joint-use agreement with Mary 
McLeod Bethune Elementary School for the use of the two baseball/
softball fields next to the park.

Celebration Park - 6.7 acres
Celebration Park is located on the east side of Moreno Valley. It is a 
neighborhood park that offers several amenities including shaded pic-
nic areas, a playground area, one basketball half-court, a walking path, 
a splash pad, and a large grassy open space. There are several picnic 
tables and seating areas along the walking path.  

Civic Center Amphitheater and Park - 8 acres
The Civic Center Amphitheater and Park is located off Alessandro 
Boulevard and Frederick Street. The site contains several facilities, in-
cluding the Demonstration Garden, 600-seat amphitheater, and the 
Moreno Valley Conference and Recreation Center (CRC). The Confer-
ence and Recreation Center provides access to indoor sports, meeting 
spaces, and restrooms. The Amphitheater hosts several City events 
throughout the year including Juneteenth, Fourth of July, MoVal Rocks, 
Movies, and more. 

The Veteran’s Memorial can also be found here. It is a space honoring 
United States Veterans. It is located in front of the Moreno Valley CRC.

Bethune Park 

Celebration Park 

Bay Side Park 

Civic Center Amphitheater and Park
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College Park - 25 acres

College Park is located on the east side of Moreno Valley on Lasselle 
Street, adjacent to Moreno Valley Community College. It is a 25-acre 
community park that provides access to a playground and large, flat, 
grassy spaces for sports such as soccer. 

El Portero Park - 15 acres
El Portero Park is located south end of the city on Lasselle Street. This 
15-acre community park is divided into two areas. A bridge that passes 
over a flood control channel connects both sides of the park. The large, 
open, grassy areas provide access to four multi-purpose athletic fields, 
a soccer field, picnic tables, barbecues, and fitness equipment. A play-
ground and restroom are also located on the east side of the park.

Fairway Park - 5.5 acres
Fairway Park is located on the east side of the city along on John F. 
Kennedy Drive. It is a neighborhood park with a multi-purpose field 
commonly used for soccer tournaments and practices. Other ameni-
ties include a restroom, a playground, and volleyball court.  

Gateway Park - 7.7 acres
Gateway Park is a located on the north side of the city along Heacock 
Street. Amenities at this park include a large, grassy open space, a 
playground, restroom, several picnic tables, and a parking lot. This park 
also provides direct access to Sunnymead Linear Park, greatly increas-
ing park access to the surrounding neighborhoods.

Hidden Springs Passive Nature Park - 17 acres
Hidden Springs Passive Nature Park is located on the northwest end of 
the city along Greenridge Drive. Although this passive park has limited 
amenities, residents enjoy access to multi-use trails as well as picnic 
tables near the trailhead.

Hidden Springs Park - 7 acres
Hidden Springs Park is a neighborhood park located on the northwest 
end of the city along Hidden Springs Drive. The park shares its south-
ern boundary with Hidden Springs Elementary School. The park con-
tains a playground, a shaded picnic area with a barbecue, and an open 
grassy area with baseball backstops.

Moreno Valley Equestrian Park and Nature Center- 45 acres
Moreno Valley Equestrian Park and Nature Center is a 45-acre spe-
cial-use facility located in the northeast area of the city. The Eques-
trian Park contains a large arena, a handful of holding pens, hiking 
trails, and vehicular parking. The Moreno Valley Trailseekers, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization “dedicated to supporting and promoting the 
rural lifestyle”, conducts various programs at this park. The City’s sole 
dog park (Hound Town Dog Park) is also located within the Equestrian 
Park. The dog park is 0.25 acres and has a small parking lot, seating 
areas, and portable restrooms.

Fairway Park 

El Portero Park

College Park

Moreno Valley Equestrian Park and 
Nature Center

Photo credits to Moreno Valley Trailseekers
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John F. Kennedy Memorial Park  - 7.7 acres
John F. Kennedy Memorial Park is a neighborhood park located in the 
central-west area of the city along John F. Kennedy Drive and Indian 
Street. Amenities include an adult baseball/softball field with lights, 
open grassy areas, a playground area, an outdoor exercise area, shad-
ed picnic tables, and four lighted tennis courts. The Riverside County 
Fire Station is also located within the park’s boundary.

Lasselle Sports Park - 12.8 acres
Lasselle Sports Park is a community park located on the south end 
of Moreno Valley. The park has three lighted multi-use fields, a large 
shaded picnic area, a snack bar, a walking path around the fields, and 
a playground area. This park is also located south of El Potrero Park. 

March Field Park and Valley Skate Park - 93.3 acres
March Field Park and Valley Skate Park is a community park that is 
located on the west side of Moreno Valley. This park includes a lighted 
and gated skatepark, a snack bar, two softball/baseball fields, a soccer 
arena, and picnic tables.

Moreno Valley Community Park - 15.6 acres
Moreno Valley Community Park is a community park located on the 
northeast side of the city, adjacent to Moreno Valley High School. This 
park offers four lighted soccer fields, a playground, picnic tables, a 
walking path, a skatepark, and a large parking lot.

Morrison Park - 14 acres
Morrison Park is a community park located in the central-east area of 
the city that mostly serves as a baseball park. It has four lighted base-
ball fields, restrooms, a snack bar, and picnic tables with barbecues. It 
is located across Dracaea Avenue from Mountain View Middle School. 

Parque Amistad - 4.2 acres
Parque Amistad is a neighborhood park located at the southeast 
corner of Moreno Valley. It is a passive park offering basic amenities 
that include a playground, a picnic area, two basketball half-courts, 
and a softball/baseball backstop. Amenities are surrounded by grassy 
tree-shaded areas.

Patriot Park - 0.5 acres
Patriot Park is a mini park located on the south side of the city along 
Perris Boulevard and Filaree Avenue. Its amenities include a walking 
path and a playground area.

March Field Park and Valley Skate Park

Lasselle Sports Park 

Morrison Park

John F. Kennedy Memorial Park
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Pedrorena Park - 5.5 acres
Pedrorena Park is a neighborhood park located in the southeast area 
of the city along Iris Avenue and Ranch Del Lago. It contains several 
active recreational amenities, such as a full-size basketball court, four 
tennis courts, a playground area, and an open grassy area with a base-
ball/softball backstop. It also has two picnic areas.

Ridge Crest Park - 5 acres
Ridge Crest Park is located on the east side of the city along John F. 
Kennedy Drive. It is a neighborhood park next to Ridge Crest Elemen-
tary School. It has a playground, restrooms, picnic areas with barbe-
cues, and an open grassy area with a baseball/softball backstop.

Rock Ridge Park - 1.9 acres
Rock Ridge Park is a neighborhood park located on the northeast side 
of Moreno Valley. Its amenities include a playground, picnic areas,  and 
a walking path connecting the south and north sides of the park. This 
park has access to a short hiking trail that leads people to the top of a 
hill, providing nice views of the surrounding neighborhood. 

Santiago Park - 2.8 acres
Santiago Park is a newer neighborhood park located on the southwest 
side of the city. Its amenities include an outdoor exercise area, a play-
ground area, picnic areas with barbecues, two basketball half-courts, 
a open grassy area, and a walking path.    

Shadow Mountain Park - 10 acres
Shadow Mountain Park is located on the north side of Moreno Valley. 
It is a community park with a large, open grassy space. Its amenities 
include two youth softball/baseball fields, a soccer field that is used 
during softball/baseball off-season, a large playground area that in-
cludes a zip line, shaded picnic areas with barbecues, a restroom, and 
a walking path.

Sunnymead Park - 15.5 acres
Sunnymead Park is a large community park located in the central-north 
area of Moreno Valley along Perris Boulevard and Fir Avenue. The park 
is known for the four lighted diamond fields (one baseball field and 
three softball fields). The park also has a playground, picnic areas with 
barbecues, concession stands, restrooms, and two parking lots.  

Ridge Crest Park 

Shadow Mountain Park

Sunnymead Park 

Pedrorena Park 
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TownGate Memorial Park and TownGate II Park - 17 acres
TownGate Memorial Park and TownGate II Park are jointly located on 
the northwest side of the city. These two community parks contain a 
community center building, two separate playground areas, softball/
baseball fields, a multi-purpose field, picnic areas with barbecues, and 
a walking path. The Juan Bautista De Anza Trail passes through the 
park’s boundary and can be accessed from these parks.

Victoriano Park - 5 acres
Victoriano Park is located in the southeast side of the city next to 
Victoriano Elementary School. It is a passive neighborhood park with 
amenities that include a restroom and a multi-purpose field. Improve-
ments to the park were under construction during the development 
of this Plan.

Vista Lomas Park - 4 acres
Vista Lomas Park is located on the east side of the city along Iris Av-
enue. It is a neighborhood park that contains two basketball half-
courts, a playground area, a shaded picnic area, and open grassy areas 
with backstops. 

Westbluff Park - 5 acres
Westbluff Park is located in the north side of the city between Vista 
Heights Middle School and Canyon Springs High School. It is a small 
neighborhood park with a large playground, picnic areas with barbe-
cues, and a walking path. 

Weston Park - 4.1 acres
Weston Park is located on the northeast side of the city along Lasselle 
Street. This neighborhood park contains several amenities such as a 
restroom, a playground area, picnic tables, a full-size basketball court, 
and a multi-use trail. NBA All-Star Kawhi Leonard partnered with the 
City and other stakeholders to help build the existing basketball court 
and design the mural on the court’s surface. 

Woodland Park - 9.1 acres
Woodland Park is a community park located in central Moreno Val-
ley along Cactus Avenue. It contains several amenities, including a 
restroom, two playground areas, a lighted softball field, four tennis 
courts with, pickleball courts overlaid on the tennis courts, four bas-
ketball half-courts, walking paths, and a play area with chess tables.

Westbluff Park 

Vista Lomas Park 

Weston Park 

TownGate Memorial Park
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2.3.2 MORENO VALLEY COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Moreno Valley Conference and Recreation Center (CRC)
The Moreno Valley Conference and Recreation Center is the city’s pre-
miere indoor facility. It is located in the central-west area of the city on 
the corner of Frederick Street and Alessandro Boulevard. This facility 
offers residents access to several spaces, such as the 8,200-square 
foot ballroom that has a full kitchen, stage, dressing rooms, and AV 
technology. The Center also has two meeting rooms, an outdoor ban-
quet patio, a large gymnasium, aerobics studio, a Teen Center, and sev-
eral activity rooms for recreation programs. 

TownGate Community Center

The TownGate Community Center is located on Arbor Park Lane within 
TownGate II Park. The amenities in this facility include a 2,000-square 
foot ballroom that can be used for events and a covered courtyard 
overlooking the park. The Community Center also contains several ac-
tivity rooms for classes and programs.

Senior Community Center
The Senior Community Center is located on Fir Avenue. Its amenities 
include a 3,500-square foot ballroom with a full kitchen, tables, and 
chairs. There are two additional meeting rooms with tables and chairs 
that are used for senior classes and programs. 

Cottonwood Golf Center
The Cottonwood Golf Center and Banquet Room is located on Freder-
ick Street. This facility offers a banquet room, a spacious lobby, and a 
separate activity room.

Moreno Valley Libraries
The Moreno Valley Public Library has three branches that serve the 
city. The main library is located on Alessandro Boulevard while the oth-
er two locations can be found in the Moreno Valley Mall on Town Circle 
and in the Iris Plaza on Perris Boulevard. Moreno Valley residents have 
access to books, public computers, and free Wi-Fi at the three library 
branches.

Moreno Valley CRC Reception Patio

Senior Community Center

TownGate Community Center

Moreno Valley CRC
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2.4 QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF 
EXISTING PARK AMENITIES

POOR

FAIR

GOOD

EXCELLENT

The park amenity inventory in-
cluded an assessment of the 
overall condition of each  ma-
jor amenity. The project team 
counted and inspected each 
amenity and gave it one of four 
grades: Excellent, Good, Fair, or 
Poor. The team was not evalu-
ating individual pieces of a park 
amenity. For example, the nuts 
and bolts of a playground slide 
were not inspected one by one. 
Instead, the team assessed the 
overall playground structure 
condition based on the team’s 
design and construction exper-
tise. If interested in a greater 
level of detail and precision, the 
City can perform an asset eval-
uation of all park facilities and 
amenities.

“Excellent” means that the 
amenity is in near-perfect con-
dition and has many years left in 
its life cycle. “Good” means that 
the amenity is not quite brand 
new, it may have some minor 
signs of wear and tear but it is 
functioning as it should. “Fair” 
means that the amenity is func-
tioning, but it is showing some 
major signs of wear and tear and 
will be in need of replacement or 
repair in the near future. “Poor” 
means that the amenity is not 
functioning for its intended use 
and needs to be replaced as 
soon as possible. The condition 
of each amenity at each park 
was averaged to determine the 
overall condition of the park. 

Table 2-2 shows the average 
conditions of each amenity at 
each park. Lasselle Sports Park 
and Santiago Park were the only 
two parks to receive an excel-
lent overall condition rating, 
while March Field Park and Valley 
Skate Park was the only park to 
receive a poor overall condition 
rating. Table 2-2 helps to deter-
mines which parks will require 
the allocation of additional re-
sources to replace amenities in 
the future. 
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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF 
EXISTING PARK AMENITIES
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Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park Good
Bay Side Park Fair
Bethune Park Good
Celebration Park Good
College Park Fair
El Portrero Park Fair
Fairway Park Fair
Gateway Park Good
Hidden Springs Park Fair
Hound Town Dog Park Good
John F. Kennedy Memorial Park Fair
Lasselle Sports Park Excellent
March Field Park & Valley Skate Park Fair
Moreno Valley Community Park Fair
Moreno Valley Equestrian Park Fair
Morrison Park Good
Parque Amistad Fair
Patriot Park Fair
Pedrorena Park Good
Ridge Crest Park Fair
Rock Ridge Park Good
Santiago Park Excellent
Shadow Mountain Park Good
Sunnymead Park Good
TownGate Memorial Park Fair
Victoriano Park Good
Vista Lomas Park Fair
Westbluff Park Fair
Weston Park Fair
Woodland Park Good

TAbLE 2-2: Qualitative Analysis of Existing Park Amenities

Poor Fair Good Excellent
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Lake Perris State Recreation Area 

Perris Reservoir

2.5 ADJACENT PARKS AND FACILITIES
Figure 2-3 displays the two parks 
and recreation facilities located 
adjacent to Moreno Valley.

Lake Perris State Recreation 
Area
The Lake Perris State Recreation 
Area is operated by California 
State Parks and is located on 
the southeast side of the city. 
The reservoir lake provides many 
opportunities for recreation use, 
such as fishing, boating, swim-
ming, and water sports. The ar-
eas surrounding the lake provide 
opportunities for camping, hik-
ing, bicycling, wildlife viewing, 
and hunting. The recreation area 
also hosts events, like music fes-
tivals, throughout the year. There 
is an entry fee for visitors that 
varies by activity type.

Box Springs Mountain 
Reserve Park
Box Springs Mountain Reserve 
Park is a 3,400-acre park oper-
ated by Riverside County Parks. 
It overlooks the cities of Riv-
erside and Moreno Valley. This 
mountain reserve is located on 
the northwest border of the city. 
This reserve has several miles of 
multi-use trails and pathways 
that vary in difficulty. Locals 
enjoy these trails for hiking and 
wildlife viewing. The mountain 
range peak elevation is approx-
imately 3,000 feet. There are 
also picnic tables and restrooms 
located at the two parking areas.

Box Springs Mountain Reserve 
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FIGURE 2-3:  Adjacent Parks and Recreation Facilities
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Juan Bautista Trail 

Sunnymead Trail 

Multi-use Trail 

2.6 EXISTING TRAILS
Figure 2-4 displays existing and 
previously proposed trails in 
Moreno Valley, including the fol-
lowing three popular trails:

Juan Bautista de Anza Trail
The Juan Bautista de Anza Trail 
is a 1,210-mile historic route that 
runs from the U.S.-Mexico border 
to San Francisco and includes a 
segment through Moreno Valley. 
An eight-mile segment of the 
trail runs diagonally through the 
city from TownGate Park to Lake 
Perris. The trail is mostly a multi-
use path except for a small 
segment of Class II bike lanes 
along Alessandro Boulevard and 
Heacock Street. In 2022, the City  
commemorated the addition of 
a new two-mile trail segment 
that stretches from El Potrero 
Park to Lake Perris.

Sunnymead Trail
Sunnymead Trail is a multi-use 
trail located on Sunnymead 
Ranch Parkway and Via Del 
Norte on the north side of More-
no Valley. The trail traverses 
across streets before it follows 
a path behind residential homes, 
which creates a more enclosed 
and shaded trail until it reaches 
a mountain.

Cold Creek Trail
Cold Creek Trail is a multi-use 
trail located east of Moreno 
Valley. It is a 2.5-mile out-and-
back trail that leads to a small 
mountaintop and typically takes 
about an hour to complete. 
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FIGURE 2-4:  Existing Trails



TAbLE 2-3: Population-based Level of Service

2.7 LEVEL OF SERVICE ANALYSIS
Level of Service (LOS) within the context of park planning is a mea-
surement to evaluate how parks, open spaces, and facilities serve the 
Moreno Valley community. For this Plan, three different types of park 
LOS analysis were used to determine park LOS.

1. Population-based LOS analysis
2. Amenity LOS analysis
3. Geographic distribution LOS analysis

These three LOS analysis methods allow the project team to deter-
mine how well the existing park system is serving the community from 
an analytical perspective. 

Population-based service analysis uses the most recent population 
data and existing park acres to determine LOS. The amenity LOS anal-
ysis uses existing park amenity numbers and existing population data 
and compares them to national averages set by the National Recre-
ation and Park Association (NRPA) to determine amenity surpluses 
and deficits. The geographic distribution level of service analysis de-
termines the actual geographic coverage that each park serves based 
on the road network by creating park “travelsheds”. 

2.7.1 POPULATION-bASED LEVEL OF SERVICE 
ANALYSIS
The City’s General Plan (2021) established a goal to have three park 
acres per every 1,000 residents. Table 2-3 shows that the City is very 
close to reaching this goal and needs to add additional park acres to 
achieve it. The City’s existing park system has 411.16 acres of parkland 
(1.97 park acres per 1,000 people) and will require an additional 213.96 
acres of parkland to provide three acres of parkland for every 1,000 
residents.

2021 LOS ALL CITY PARKS 

Existing Park Acreage 411.16

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population 3.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2021) 1.97

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 
1,000 Population (2021) -1.03

Acres in Deficit  213.96 
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While the amenity LOS serves 
as a valuable indicator for iden-
tifying general surpluses and 
deficits, it should not be the only 
indicator for identifying short-
comings of amenities in the ex-
isting parks and recreation sys-
tem. It is important to cater to 
the unique needs of the More-
no Valley community as well as 
national and regional trends in 
parks and recreation specific to 
southern California. Trends like 
handball, birdwatching, hiking, 
and adventure sports like rock 
climbing, bouldering, obstacle 
courses, and adventure play-
grounds are all currently trending 
and growing in popularity. These 
activities are not adequately re-
flected in the NRPA national sur-
vey data. Therefore, it is import-
ant to have an additional lens 
that captures the needs and 
priorities of the ever-evolving 
community. This approach, cou-
pled with the population-based 
LOS, can provide a comprehen-
sive understanding of the future 
park needs. Detailed analysis re-
garding these needs will be dis-
cussed in the following sections 
and chapters of this Plan. 

2.7.2 AMENITY LEVEL 
OF SERVICE ANALYSIS
A thorough analysis of each park 
was completed as a part of the 
existing conditions analysis of 
this Plan. This included field sur-
veys to inventory park and recre-
ation amenities at each park and 
recreation facility in Moreno Val-
ley. Through this process, a de-
tailed catalog of park amenities 
was produced. Total amenity in-
ventory counts for Moreno Val-
ley were compared to national 
averages of city-wide park and 
recreation system amenities de-
rived from the NRPA guideline 
service level and recommend-
ed benchmarks averages from 
2008 to 2022. The calculations 
are based on the latest popula-
tion estimates for Moreno Valley 
(208,371) according to the 2021 
Census American Community 
Survey (ACS) 5-Year estimates. 
The results of this analysis are 
shown in Table 2-4. 

According to the NRPA national 
benchmark averages, the City 
is currently meeting the needs 
of several amenities including 
multi-use courts (tennis/pickle-
ball), equestrian staging areas, 
and  golf centers. However, the 
City is currently not meeting 
the needs for many amenities 
highlighted in Table 2-4, some 
of the largest amenities deficits 
include court sports like bas-
ketball, volleyball, tennis, and 
pickleball, as well as recreation 
centers, group picnic areas, rect-
angular soccer fields, multi-pur-
pose fields, splashpads/spray-
grounds, community gardens, 
and walking loops. The full list of 
amenities with inventory defi-
cits is shown on Table 2-4. 

LARGEST 
SHORTCOMINGS OF 

TENNIS

PICKLEBALL

WALKING LOOP

VOLLEYBALL

RECTANGULAR 
SOCCER FIELDS

MULTI-PURPOSE 
FIELDS
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* Indicated total count of youth and adult fields

TAbLE 2-4: NRPA Amenity Level of Service 

AMENITY LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR 2021 
POPULATION 

(208,371 EST. POP. CENSUS 2021)
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S Recreation Center 1  31,505  32,000 6.5 -5.5
Community Center 2  55,270  55,300 3.8 -1.8
Senior Center 1  58,200  58,200 3.6 -2.6
Teen Center 1  108,280  108,000 1.9 -0.9
Nature Center 0  -  98,000 2.1 -2.1
Public Library 3  -  25,000 8.3 -5.3
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Picnic Area (12+ People) 35  -  5,000 41.7 -6.7
Playground (ages 6-12) 28  3,735  6,900 30.2 -2.2
Playground/Tot Lot (ages 2-5) 15  12,435  12,500 16.7 -1.7
Restroom Facility 23  -  7,400 28.2 -5.2
Basketball 11  7,300  7,300 28.5 -17.5
Volleyball 1  -  10,000 20.8 -19.8
Tennis 10  4,346  4,300 48.5 -38.5
Pickleball 0  -  8,000 26.0 -26.0
Multi-use Courts (Tennis/Pickleball) 12 - 25,000 8.3 3.7
Diamond Fields* 15  11,943  12,000 17.4 -2.4
Rectangular Soccer Fields* 7  9,670  9,700 21.5 -14.5
Football Fields 3  28,070  28,100 7.4 -4.4
Multi-purpose Fields* 15  8,373  8,400 24.8 -9.8
Splashpad/Water Play Feature 2  -  35,000 6.0 -4.0
Swimming Pool 0  74,660  74,000 2.8 -2.8
Equestrian Trail 5  -  26,000 8.0 -3.0
Equestrian Staging Area 6  -  32,000 6.5 -0.5
Skate Park 2  54,978  55,000 3.8 -1.8
Pump Track 0  -  106,000 2.0 -2.0
Amphitheater (built in seating/terrace) 1  -  42,000 5.0 -4.0
Concession Stand 5  -  15,600 13.4 -8.4
Golf Center 1  112,500  112,500 1.9 -0.9
Community Garden 1  34,793  35,000 6.0 -5.0
Dog Park 1  44,188  44,200 4.7 -3.7
Walking Loop 14  -  5,300 39.3 -25.3
Outdoor Exercise Area/Exercise Path 3  -  28,000 7.4 -4.4
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2.7.3 GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION LEVEL 
OF SERVICE ANALYSIS
A Geographic Distribution Analy-
sis (GDA) was performed at all of 
the City parks. A GDA examines 
the walktime and drivetime to 
these parks and facilities based 
on a Geographical Information 
System (GIS)-based travelshed 
analysis. Results from this anal-
ysis are displayed in Figure 2-5.

network to improve access to 
parks and facilities. The GDA is 
important because it highlights 
the neighborhoods that do not 
fall within these park travelshed 
areas, which indicates that these 
areas currently lack easy access 
to parks. 

The park’s GDA analysis takes 
into account the percentage of 
the population served by mini/
pocket parks, neighborhood, 
community, and special-use 
parks. The method used takes 
into account walking or driving 
distances that consider walking, 
biking, and driving routes that 
someone would use to get to 
these parks. By using the actual 
road network, this analysis calls 
attention to the need to improve 
the local sidewalk, bike, and road 

WHAT IS A PARK TRAVELSHED?

Park Travelsheds
A travelshed analysis for each 
park in Moreno Valley was com-
pleted to determine the geo-
graphic service area for the park 
system. The analysis generated 
polygons representing a half-
mile travelshed or 15-minute 
walk, given a walking speed of 
2.5 mph (slowed to 2 mph to 
take into account street cross-
ings, some with signals). The 
half-mile travelshed polygons 
were superimposed on the city 
base map with residential land 
uses to see which regions were 
well covered by park access. The 
results of this analysis are dis-
played on Figure 2-5.

TRAVELSHED

ROAD

PARK

A park travelshed is the result 
produced from the GDA. In-
stead of showing a simple ra-
dius of the area surrounding a 
park, the GDA creates a poly-
gon around each park that rep-
resents a distance of the actu-
al road network from each of 
the park’s access points. The 
travelshed polygons represent 
the walking distance or driving 
distance around the park. 
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FIGURE 2-5:  Half-Mile Park Travelsheds 
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Amenity-specific Travelsheds
The following series of maps fea-
ture park travelsheds that contain 
specific amenities. These maps 
illustrate the geographic distribu-
tion of amenities across the city. 

Figure 2-6 displays the half-mile 
travelshed of parks with play-
grounds. Figure 2-6 illustrates that 
most parks in the city contain 
playgrounds and the geographic 
playground coverage is relatively 
the same as the park travelshed 
coverage shown in Figure 2-5. Sig-
nificant playground gaps exist all 
throughout the city.

Figure 2-7 shows the half-mile 
travelshed of parks that contain 
sport courts. There are many res-
idential areas within the city that 
do not have sport courts within 
a half-mile walk. There are gaps 
all throughout the city, with the 
most significant gaps north of SR 
60 and in the eastern areas of the 
city. 

Figure 2-8 shows the half-mile 
travelshed of parks with sport 
fields. Figure 2-8 illustrates that 
there are significant field sport 
gaps throughout the city, with 
significant gaps existing in the 
northern and eastern areas of 
the city. 

Figure 2-9 shows both half-mile 
travelsheds and two-mile trav-
elsheds of indoor recreation facili-
ties in the city. Since residents are 
likely to drive to larger community 
facilities like a recreation center,  
two-mile travelsheds were used in 
this analysis in combination with 
half-mile travelsheds. Gaps ex-
ist in the northern, southern, and 
eastern areas of the city.

Figure 2-10 shows half-mile and 
two-mile travelsheds of the 
trails in the city. Gaps exist in the 
north-central and eastern areas 
of the city.

PLAYGROUNDS

SPORT COURTS

SPORT FIELDS

INDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES

TRAILS
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FIGURE 2-6:  Playgrounds Travelsheds 
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FIGURE 2-7:  Sport Courts Travelsheds 
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FIGURE 2-8:  Sports Fields Travelsheds 



ANALYSIS 43

FIGURE 2-9:  Indoor Recreation Facilities Travelsheds
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FIGURE 2-10:  Trails Travelsheds 

Two-Mile Travelshed
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2.8 PARK PRESSURE
Analyzing how the existing park system is serving the current population is important because it can help 
determine priority areas within the existing travelshed for new parks or park renovations in the future. It is 
assumed that these areas of high deficit will continue to worsen in the future as additional development 
and population growth occurs and no new parks are added to the park system.  

2.8.1 EXISTING PARK 
PRESSURE
Figure 2-12 shows that many 
park travelsheds in the city fall 
within the deficit category be-
cause they have a large num-
ber of residents with fewer park 
acres available to them. These 
are shown as the red, orange, 
and yellow colors. Areas around 
Bay Side Park, Weston Park, Pa-
triot Park, and Parque Amistad 
have greater park pressure due 
to the higher density of resi-
dents living nearby. These parks 
are more likely to experience 

FIGURE 2-11:  Park Pressure Model

Existing 
Population

Density

Park Standard
(3 Acres/1,000 

Residents)

Park 
Pressure Map

1/2-Mile Travelshed 
of

Existing and 
Planned Parks

Park pressure is a modeled anal-
ysis of park size and accessibility 
to demonstrate how park usage 
or “pressure” varies in different 
parts of the city. Park pres sure is 
based on the residential popula-
tion density within the half-mile 
travelsheds of each park. This 
process assumes that residents 
use the park that is closest to 
their home. 

Each park centered in a trav-
elshed offers a unique amount 
of acres per the number of resi-
dents in the covered travelshed. 
The estimated number of po-
tential park users within each 
travelshed is based on popula-
tion data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The acreage of each 
park was used to calculate the 
number of park acres available 
per 1,000 residents within the 
travelshed. The City’s estab-
lished goal of three park acres 
per 1,000 residents was used as 
the basis of the park pressure 
model, shown in Figure 2-11. Ar-
eas may have a surplus of acres 
per 1,000 residents or a deficit 
based on the residential density 
around each park.

heavier demand and use due to 
the lack of park acres relative to 
the number of residents living 
nearby.

The dark to light green areas 
represent where pressure on 
the parks is lighter because the 
parks have a greater acre-to-res-
ident ratio. In other words, big-
ger parks with fewer residents in 
close proximity experience less 
park pressure. Areas around the 
Juan Bautista Trail, Equestrian 
and Dog Park, Westbluff Park, 
Celebration Park, and Fairway 
Park have less park pressure. 
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FIGURE 2-12:  Existing Park Pressure
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2.9 PARK EQUITY

1 PolicyLink. (2021). Advancing Park Equity in California. https://www.policylink.org/sites/default/
files/pl_brief_ca-parks-equity.pdf

Despite the widespread and 
well-documented benefits of 
parks and open spaces to health 
and well-being, in many cities 
across the United States, these 
benefits are not distributed eq-
uitably. Studies show that racial 
and socio-economic factors 
play a role in the provision, dis-
tribution, and quality of parks in 
many cities across the nation. In 
2021, The Trust for Public Land 
reported that neighborhoods 
where residents predominant-
ly identify as people of color 
have access to an average of 44 
percent less park acreage than 
predominantly white neighbor-
hoods, and low-income neigh-
borhoods average 42 percent 
less park acreage per person 
than high-income neighbor-
hoods. The Trust for Public Land 
also revealed that parks in com-
munities of color are, on aver-
age, five times more likely to 
be crowded and half the size of 
parks that serve white popula-
tions. Similarly, parks that pri-
marily serve low-income house-
holds are, on average, four times 
smaller than parks that serve a 
majority of high-income house-
holds. Studies have also shown 
that in addition to having access 
to less park acreage, low-income 
communities and communities 
of color tend to have access to 
poorer-quality park spaces with 
less recreational programming. 1

Recognizing systemic inequities 
in park access and quality is in-
tegral to creating an equitable 
park and recreation system for 
Moreno Valley. The City’s Gener-
al Plan (2021) established goals 
for addressing community-wide 
injustices and determined that 
the City should target invest-
ments in public infrastruc-

ture, including recreational fa-
cilities and programming to 
benefit disadvantaged com-
munities in Moreno Valley. Dis-
advantaged Communities refer 
to State-identified communities 
that experience combined high 
levels of economic, health, and 
environmental burdens. As dis-
played in Figure 2-13, Disadvan-
taged Communities in Moreno 
Valley are generally concentrat-
ed in the more densely populat-
ed areas in the western areas of 
the city, close to the freeways 
and major transportation corri-
dors. 

Disadvantaged Communities 
with Limited Park Access
Figure 2-14 highlights areas 
where residential areas with lim-
ited park access overlap with 
disadvantaged communities. 
The yellow areas in Figure 2-14 
show residential neighborhoods 
that are not within a half-mile 
(or walking distance) of a park to 
demonstrate areas with limited 
park access. The areas outlined 
in red show residential neigh-
borhoods with limited park ac-
cess that are also designated 
as disadvantaged communities. 
Figure 2-14 shows that the ma-
jority of disadvantaged com-
munities also experience limit-
ed park access, indicating that 
park deficiencies disproportion-
ately affect underserved neigh-
borhoods. To address system-
ic injustices, invest in Moreno 
Valley’s disadvantaged commu-
nities, and advance City-adopt-
ed policies in the General Plan, 
the areas featured in Figure 2-13 
and Figure 2-14 should be priori-
tized for any park improvement, 
enhancement, or development 
projects.
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FIGURE 2-13:  Disadvantaged Communities in Moreno Valley
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FIGURE 2-14:  Disadvantaged Communities with Limited Park Access
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2.10 RECREATION PROGRAMS
2.10.1 CURRENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OFFERINGS

As described earlier in the Chap-
ter, the City has many parks and 
facilities. Most recreational pro-
gramming is hosted at one of 
the four community facilities: 
Cottonwood Golf Center, More-
no Valley Senior Center, More-
no Valley Conference and Rec-
reation Center, and TownGate 
Community Center.

Moreno Valley CRC is the pri-
mary meeting facility in the 
City and provides over 42,000 
square feet of flexible event and 
reception space for the commu-
nity to use. Most non-outdoor-
sports and non-senior program-

ming is held in the CRC. The CRC 
is located at the Civic Center in 
the “downtown” or central gov-
ernment services area of More-
no Valley. The Cottonwood Golf 
Center, the TownGate Communi-
ty Center, and the Senior Center 
are additional recreational facil-
ities used to provide specialized 
programming for specific demo-
graphics or areas. However, due 
to the large size of Moreno Valley 
and the limited number of recre-
ational facilities, it is challenging 
for the City to offer program-
ming close to where many resi-
dents live.

Recreation Facilities
The City provides recreational 
programming through its Parks 
and Community Services De-
partment in the various rec-
reational facilities and parks 
it owns. Funding to support 
programming is primarily from 
special taxes paid by property 
owners through the Commu-
nity Services District, which is 
one of several established spe-
cial financing districts in More-
no Valley. The City is one of the 
largest municipalities in the area 
and provides a robust recreation 
program with multiple program-
ming options for residents.
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Seniors
 » Arts & Crafts (Creative Writ-
ing, Crochet, Scrapping, 
Quilting)

 » Clubs (Art, Weight Loss Sup-
port)

 » Dance (Ballet, Dancercise, 
Line Dancing)

 » Fitness (Aerobics, Tai Chi, 
Yoga, Zumba)

 » Game (Bingo, Billiards, etc.)
 » Music (Guitar)
 » Skills Improvement (CPR, 
Driving, Notary Services)

 » Social Services (Counseling, 
Housing Assistance, Meals, 
Transportation)

 » Special Events (International 
Day, Birthday Celebrations, 
Veterans Day, etc.)

Special Events
 » Adult Flashlight Egg Scramble
 » Day of the Dead
 » Earth Day and Tree Giveaway
 » El Grito Festival
 » Fun Color Run
 » Holiday Tree Lighting
 » Independence Day
 » Juneteenth
 » MoVal Movies
 » MoVal Rocks!
 » Multicultural Festival
 » Public Safety Expo
 » Snow Day
 » Springtastic
 » Veterans Day Ceremony and 
Art Contest

Recreation Programs & Special Events
The City currently offers various services and programs for youth, 
adults, families, and seniors, as well as several annual special events. 
Recreation programs offered by Moreno Valley include:

Youth
 » After-School Activities (Edu-
cational Workshops, Home-
work Assistance, etc.)

 » Time for Tots (Skill Building, 
Dual Language Learning)

 » Online Classes (Art, Coding, 
Game Design, Guitar, Key-
board)

 » Esports
 » Dance Classes (Ballet, Folk-
loric, Hip Hop, Cheerleading, 
Hula)

 » Basketball (Clinics, Open Play, 
Leagues)

 » Day Camp
 » Fitness (Adaptive Zumba)
 » Martial Arts (Tae Kwon Do, 
Aikido, Vovinam, etc.)

 » Pickleball
 » Tennis 
 » Soccer (Coming in 2024)
 » Snow Day Youth Sledding
 » Teen Tutoring
 » Volleyball

Adult & Family
 » Basketball (Open Play, League 
Play)

 » Culinary Arts (Cooking with 
the Trendy)

 » Dance Classes (Folkloric, 
Salsa, Line)

 » Fitness (Zumba, Pilates)
 » Garden Workshops
 » Martial Arts (Karate)
 » Pickleball
 » Skills and Education (Social 
Club for Development)

 » Volleyball
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Recreation Program 
Popularity
Tracking the most popular recre-
ation programs currently offered 
by the City provides critical in-
sights into program successes 
and areas for improvement. Ta-
ble 2-5 displays the top 15 rec-
reation programs based on reg-
istration totals for 2022. In 2022, 
the most popular programs 
were: Winter Youth and Teen 
Basketball Leagues, Shito-Ryu 
Youth Karate, and Time for Tots.

Recreation Program Capacity
Program registrations were also 
analyzed to determine which 
programs met or exceeded reg-
istration capacity. This analy-
sis evaluates program success 
based on the desired number 
of attendees compared to the 
actual number registered. In 
recreation, the ideal number of 
program participants varies by 
program type, such as a sum-
mer camp with hundreds of 
participants, or an art class with 
10 to 20 participants. As such, 
a percentage fill rate is a more 
insightful method to evaluate 
program success because it is 
based on more than total regis-
tration numbers alone.

Table 2-6 lists the programs 
that, on average, had a registra-
tion percentage that exceeded 
the expected capacity in 2022. 
Programs over 100 percent ca-
pacity are highly anticipated 
and enjoyed by the communi-
ty. Top programs include dance 
programs, youth and teen bas-
ketball, day camps, cheerleading 
programs, and art programs. To 
meet community demand, the 
City should continue offering 
and consider adding more ses-
sions of programs that continu-
ally meet or exceed capacity. 

TAbLE 2-5: Top Fifteen Programs by Registration Totals in 2022

PROGRAM REGISTRATIONS

Winter Youth and Teen Basketball 401
Shito-Ryu Karate - Youth 341
Time 4 Tots - CRC AM 282
Dance Exploration 255
Folkloric Dance - Youth 245
Summer Youth and Teen Basketball 205
Ballet/Acro 191
Valley Day Camp (5-6 years) 173
Vovinam Martial Arts 171
Sunshine Social 169
Beginning Ballet for Kids 167
Time 4 Tots - Towngate 164
Valley Day Camp (11-14) 157
Valley Day Camp (7-8 year) 153
Valley Day Camp (9-10) 153

PROGRAM
PERCENTAGE OF 
REGISTRATION 
SPOTS FILLED

Dance Exploration 135%
Summer Youth and Teen Basketball - May 123%
Valley Day Camp (ages 11-14) 115%
CYSC All Stars Cheer 110%
Valley Day Camp (ages 7-8) 110%
Ballet/Acro - June 110%
Winter Youth and Teen Basketball - November 109%
Art Expression 108%
Valley Day Camp - June (ages 9-10) 105%
Beginning Ballet for Kids 105%
Summer Time 4 Tots 105%
Ballet/Acro 105%
Summer Youth and Teen Basketball - May-June 104%
CYSC All Stars Cheer 103%
Shito-Ryu Karate - Youth 103%
POM-POM Cheerleading 103%
Soccer (Pee Wee M/W) 103%
Basketball League (Junior) 103%
Winter Youth and Teen Basketball - Dec-Feb 101%

TAbLE 2-6: Recreation Programs Over 100% of Capacity in 2022

*Note: Some programs are offered multiple times per year and have different 
registration totals each season. These programs are shown per program offering 
rather than as an aggregate of all offerings of the same program and may be 
listed in Tables 2-5 through 2-7 multiple times.
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Table 2-7 displays programs with registrations between 75 and 100 percent of the program capacity. While 
the programs listed in Table 2-7 did not exceed full capacity, they are still achieving high levels of success 
and should continue to be provided, but do not require expansion at this time. Programs in this category 
included preschool programs, dance, martial arts, food rallies, day camps, and basketball clinics.

PROGRAM
% OF 

REGISTRATION 
SPOTS FILLED

Time 4 Tots - CRC AM - February 100%
Dance Exploration - November 100%
Youth Shito-Ryu Karate 100%
Youth Art Expression 100%
Springtastic Food Vendor 100%
Valley Day Camp - June (ages 11-14) 100%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 7-8) 100%
Valley Day Camp - June (ages 9-10) 100%
Youth Shito-Ryu Karate - October 100%
Junior Basketball Clinic 100%
Pee Wee Basketball Clinic 100%
Pee Wee Basketball League 100%
Ballet/Acro - September 100%
2 Person, 2 Club, Partner 100%
Time 4 Tots - CRC AM - March 97%
Winter Youth and Teen Basketball Clinic - Nov 97%
POM-POM Cheerleading 97%
Summer Youth and Teen 95%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 11-14) 95%
Valley Day Camp - June (ages 7-8 year) 95%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 9-10) 95%
Ballet/Acro - October 95%
Soccer (Pee Wee T/TH) 94%
CYSC All Stars Cheer 93%
Youth Shito-Ryu Karate – November 93%
Youth Shito-Ryu Karate – December 93%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 5-6)* 93%
Winter Youth and Teen Basketball Clinic (Dec-Feb) 92%
Cooking with the Trendy 90%
CYSC All Stars Cheer 90%

TAbLE 2-7: Recreation Programs between 75% and 100% of Capacity in 2022

PROGRAM
% OF 

REGISTRATION 
SPOTS FILLED

Valley Day Camp - June (ages 11-14)* 90%
Valley Day Camp - August (ages 11-14) 90%
Valley Day Camp - June (ages 11-14)* 90%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 7-8) 90%
Time 4 Tots - CRC AM - January 87%
Summer Youth and Teen Basketball 87%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 7-8) 85%
Summer Time 4 Tots 85%
Beginning Ballet for Kids - June 85%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 5-6) 83%
Winter Youth and Teen 83%
Dance Exploration - March 82%
Day of the Dead - Food 82%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 5-6)* 80%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 7-8) 80%
Valley Day Camp - July (ages 9-10) 80%
Valley Day Camp - August (ages 9-10) 80%
Ballet/Acro - August 80%
Summer Time 4 Tots 80%
Beginning Ballet for Kids - May 80%
Day of the Dead Retail 80%
Soccer (Junior M/W) 78%
Time 4 Tots - CRC AM 77%
Time 4 Tots - TownGate 77%
Beginning Ballet for Kids - August 75%
Ballet/Acro - July 75%
Public Safety Expo Food 75%
Summer Time 4 Tots 75%
Beginning Ballet for Kids - July 75%
Art Expression 75%

*Note: Program listed twice because this program is offered at multiple weeks during the month
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2.10.2 POPULAR RECREATION PROGRAMMING IN MORENO VALLEY
Based on an analysis of recreational programming data for Moreno Valley in 2022, the programs with the 
highest interest and participation from community members are:

 » Youth sports (specifically basketball and cheerleading)
 » Dance classes (Ballet and Exploration Classes)
 » Youth camps (Day Camps and Summer Camps)
 » Toddler programs
 » Martial arts (Shito-Ryu Karate)
 » Special events

Currently, these programs are the most successful and should continue to be provided to the community 
and considered for future expansion, as needed. Additionally, community feedback indicates that there is 
high interest in expanding sports, teen, and gardening programs in Moreno Valley.

Sports Leagues

The City offers several youth 
and adult recreational sports 
leagues. These include basket-
ball, t-ball, soccer, and softball 
for various age groups. These 
leagues are all included in the 
City’s programming options 
for the year, and as previously 
shown, are typically some of the 
largest attended programs pro-
vided by the City. Beginning in 
Fall 2023, the City will also be of-
fering youth golf classes, which 
will teach participants the ba-
sics of the sport.

Teen Programs 

There is an interest in expand-
ing the City’s teen programs to 
increase interest and participa-
tion. The City already provides 
many teen programs and is ac-
tively working to attract more 
participants. However, because 
most of these programs are 
hosted in the CRC, they are hard 
for many teens to access due to 
transportation barriers. Provid-
ing additional satellite locations 
for teen programming and/or 
offering transportation options 
would make programs more ac-
cessible to teens and boost par-
ticipation.

Community Demonstration 
Garden

The City’s Community Demon-
stration Garden hosts programs 
that teach gardening skills and 
best practices. Community 
feedback indicates a growing 
interest in broadening the pro-
gramming provided at the Com-
munity Demonstration Garden 
and expanding the types of gar-
dening practiced on site to and 
creating additional demonstra-
tion gardens to other areas in 
Moreno Valley.
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2.10.3 POPULAR RECREATION PROGRAMMING NATIONWIDE
The NRPA has published an Agency Performance Review that documents programming offered by parks 
and recreation agencies across the country. The results of the review included the percentage of agencies 
that perform specific types of programs. The examples provided show various programs that fall under each 
category. The data includes agencies of all sizes in various regions to illustrate that the City is providing ele-
ments of programming that are popular in agencies across the country. With the exception of aquatics and 
safety training, the City offers all of the program categories to Moreno Valley residents.

 » Themed special events (offered by 90 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Earth Day, Flag Day Parade

 » Social recreation events (offered by 88 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Card games, dances

 » Team sports (offered by 87 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Basketball, Soccer, and Cheerleading Camps

 » Fitness enhancement classes (offered by 82 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Yoga, Zumba

 » Health and wellness education (offered by 80 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Nutrition classes, mental health classes

 » Individual sports (offered by 76 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Karate, gymnastics

 » Safety training (offered by 72 percent of comparable agencies)
 » CPR, pedestrian safety

 » Racquet sports (offered by 71 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Tennis, pickleball

 » Aquatics (offered by 70 percent of comparable agencies)
 » Learn to swim programs, aquatic fitness
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2.10.4 RECREATION PROGRAMMING ANALYSIS
A review and analysis of the City’s recreation programming and staffing was conducted to compare the City 
to nationwide data collected in the NRPA Agency Performance Review.

 » Nationwide Programming Assessment: The City’s recreation programming was compared to nationwide 
recreation programming data to assess if major programming areas commonly provided across the na-
tion are offered in Moreno Valley.

 » The general programming analysis compares general programming areas, such as team sports, spe-
cial events, and aquatics, based on a set of variables, designed through NRPA’s research, to compare 
communities of similar size. These variables are park acres, number of parks, population, and region. 
This assessment allows an ‘apples to apples’ comparison between Moreno Valley and similarly sized 
communities.

 » The specific programming analysis is very similar to the general programming analysis, but with a 
deeper dive into types of programming. This table compares specific types of programming, such as 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), summer camps, and specific senior pro-
gramming.

 » Regional Programming Comparison: In addition to a nationwide programming assessment, a regional 
programming comparison was conducted to compare the City’s program offerings to local agencies in 
the same region. 

How to Understand   
Table 2-8 & Table 2-9

Look at the row for 
“Themed Special Events” 
as an example. Themed 
special events are pro-
vided by 92 percent of 
communities with similar 
park acreage, 93 percent 
of communities with a 
similar population size, 93 
percent of communities 
with a similar number of 
parks, and 94 percent of 
communities in the same 
region as Moreno Valley. 
90 percent is the average 
percentage of these four 
variables and provides a 
comprehensive look at 
the percentage of com-
munities similar to More-
no Valley that provide 
themed special events. 
The check mark under 
Moreno Valley indicates 
that the City provides 
themed special events. 

Nationwide Programming Assessment
An assessment was conducted using NRPA Agency Performance Data 
to compare Moreno Valley’s general and specific program offerings 
to the offerings provided by other parks and recreation agencies. To 
facilitate a fair comparison, the agencies included in the assessment 
have a similar number of parks, park acreage, and population as More-
no Valley.

General Programming Assessment
Table 2-8 lists the general programming types included in the NRPA 
Agency Performance Review and shows which programs are provided 
by the City alongside the percentage of comparable communities that 
provide the same program and is broken down by several variables. 
The general programming analysis shows that the City compares fa-
vorably to most entities with similar circumstances. However, the City 
does not currently provide aquatics or safety training programs, like 
some other comparable agencies. Aquatics programs are not provided 
due to a lack of aquatic facilities owned or utilized by the City. Aquat-
ics programs require specialized facilities, such as a pool or aquatic 
center, which the City currently does not have, or strategic partner-
ships with an entity that does. The City can consider finding qualified 
instructors to provide safety training programs for the community.

Specific Programming Assessment
Table 2-9 displays an analysis that compares specific programming 
provided by the City to comparable national entities. The analy-
sis shows that the City provides the majority of specific programs 
geared towards youth, adults, and seniors, including summer camps, 
which are one of the most popular programs provided across the 
nation. The only specific program not provided by the City is full day-
care, which is rarely provided by agencies with similar circumstances 
to the City. 
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PROGRAMMING TYPE MORENO 
VALLEY AVERAGE PARK 

ACRES
POPULA-

TION
# OF 

PARKS REGION

Themed Special Events  93% 92% 93% 93% 94%
Social Recreation Events  92% 90% 94% 92% 92%
Team Sports  91% 91% 90% 92% 90%
Fitness Enhancement Classes  87% 83% 85% 88% 92%
Health and Wellness Education  87% 83% 88% 85% 90%
Individual Sports  81% 80% 82% 84% 78%
Safety Training 77% 71% 79% 76% 83%
Racquet Sports  75% 75% 71% 78% 75%
Aquatics 77% 73% 81% 74% 80%
Performing Arts  70% 70% 73% 69% 69%
Visual Arts  69% 63% 75% 68% 69%
Natural/Cultural History 
Activities  66% 59% 79% 67% 60%

Cultural Crafts  66% 57% 75% 64% 67%
Trips and Tours  66% 63% 65% 70% 64%
Martial Arts  65% 59% 64% 65% 71%
Running/Cycling Races  54% 52% 53% 60% 52%
Golf  55% 52% 67% 53% 47%
eSports/eGaming  13% 15% 17% 12% 8%

TAbLE 2-8: General Programming Analysis based on NRPA Agency Performance Data

PROGRAMMING TYPE MORENO 
VALLEY AVERAGE PARK 

ACRES
POPULA-

TION
# OF 

PARKS REGION

Summer Camp  87% 85% 88% 88% 86%
Specific Senior Programs  82% 80% 86% 83% 78%
Specific Teen Programs  72% 67% 76% 71% 75%
Programs for People with 
Disabilities  69% 66% 77% 70% 64%

STEM Programs  61% 55% 68% 59% 60%
After School Programs  59% 50% 63% 55% 66%
Preschool  41% 37% 38% 41% 46%
Before School Programs  20% 21% 17% 21% 21%
Full Daycare 7% 8% 3% 6% 10%

TAbLE 2-9: Specific Programming Analysis based on NRPA Agency Performance Data
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Regional Programming 
Comparison
Table 2-10 summarizes the types 
of classes or programs provided 
by the City compared to sim-
ilar local agencies. This listing 
is based on a review of current 
recreation program guides. Ad-
ditional programs listed outside 
of each agency’s recreation pro-
gram guides may be offered, but 
are not captured in this analysis.

PROGRAMMING 
TYPE

MORENO 
VALLEY

RIVERSIDE BEAUMONT LA HABRA LA
MIRADA

SOUTH EL 
MONTE BREA

SANTA
FE

SPRINGS

Early Childhood      
Youth        
Teen      
Adult        
Senior      
Fitness        
Aquatics     
Camps       
Youth Sports        
Adult Sports       
Cultural Arts      
Therapeutic/Inclusive   
Virtual      

TAbLE 2-10: Program Comparison with Local Recreation and Parks Organizations

In comparison to similar commu-
nities nearby, the City provides a 
diverse offering of programming 
activities that compares well to 
the types of programs offered 
in neighboring jurisdictions. For 
example, Moreno Valley offers 
programming that is not pro-
vided by most neighboring juris-
dictions, such as adaptive and 
inclusive programs for persons 
with disabilities and virtual pro-
grams that can be attended re-
motely or from home.

As mentioned previously, one 
area that the City could improve 
is the provision of aquatics pro-
gramming, which would require 
the construction of a new spe-
cialized facility or a partnership 
with another entity with an 
aquatic facility. An aquatic fa-
cility would require a feasibility 
study to determine community 
interest and desire for an aquat-
ics facility, and if community de-
mand is high enough, a decision 
to invest in the development.

2.10.5 RECREATION 
STAFFING ANALYSIS
The City currently has 74 full-
time equivalent (FTE) staff in the 
Parks and Community Services 
Department. This includes divi-
sions for Parks and Landscape 
Maintenance, Community Ser-
vices (recreation), Special Events 
and Facilities (including sports), 
and Administration and Finan-
cial Services.  For the purposes 
of programming, there are 28 
FTEs with a focus on program-
ming in the Community Services 
and Special Events Division.

In the analysis of programming 
for the City’s parks and recre-

ation program, staffing levels 
were reviewed to determine if 
current program staffing meets 
established industry standards. 
The NRPA Agency Performance 
Review was used as the basis 
for the analysis. This analysis re-
views parks and recreation agen-
cies nationally and provides data 
sets based on qualifiers such as 
population and park acreage. 
This dataset is based on staffing 
percentages and total staffing 
in parks and recreation depart-
ments in a geographic region.

Using this data, comparable cit-
ies have between 42.78 (lowest 
quartile of agencies) and 144.15 
(highest quartile of agencies) 

FTE staff in their parks and rec-
reation departments.  Within 
this same dataset, there are 
between 14 (lowest quartile of 
agencies) and 47 (highest quar-
tile of agencies) FTE staff dedi-
cated to programming activities.  
Specific staffing levels are pri-
marily dictated by the type and 
number of programs offered and 
must be continually adjusted to 
address programming modifica-
tions.  The current programming 
staffing is within average staff-
ing requirements for program-
ming of similar parks and recre-
ation agencies.
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2.10.6 RECREATION FINANCIAL ANALYSIS
The City has budgeted approximately $10.5 million for recreational 
activities, which translates to $50.40 per capita. The City’s primary 
sources of revenue for Parks and Recreation are:

 » User Fees: These are fees charged by the Department for specific 
classes, programs, camps, and rentals offered within Moreno Valley. 
These generally help to fund employees, contract instructors, and 
basic program materials and supplies.  

 » Special Financing Districts: The City has several special financing 
districts, including Community Services Districts (CSDs) and Com-
munity Facilities Districts (CFDs). CSDs and CFDs are specialized 
limited funding sources that help pay for initial and ongoing costs 
for recreation and maintenance needs based upon a specific as-
sessment amount. These districts are specifically assessed to resi-
dents of a specific geographic area and are only applicable to parks 
and recreation needs within that geographic area.

 » Tax Revenue: This refers to property and sales tax revenue that is 
used to supplement funding that is not covered by the items afore-
mentioned. It can be used for operations, staffing, and infrastruc-
ture as needed.  

 » Grants, Sponsorships, and Donations: This refers to grant funding, 
sponsorships, or direct donations provided to the Department to 
help fund specific programs or activities. These are not consistent 
annual streams, but typically more program or activity-generated 
revenue streams. 

Together these revenue streams help fund the Department. The De-
partment charges fees for a variety of services – youth sports, adult 
sports, golf, senior activities, and facility rentals. Figure 2-15 shows the 
types of revenue streams by major service areas that can help fund 
various services and programs.

As shown in Figure 2-15, more specific functional areas, such as con-
tracted classes or facility rentals, can generally be user fee funded, 
whereas more community service-based programs, such as sports 
activities or youth camps, are funded by a mix of sources. While other 
services, such as cultural events or senior services, are primarily fund-
ed by tax revenues.

As the City continues to offer different programs, programming reve-
nues should be evaluated on a program-by-program basis. Table 2-11 
displays total revenues, expenditures, differences between revenues 
and expenditures, and the cost recovery percentages for each major 
spending category.

Overall, the City is only recovering approximately 18 percent of its 
costs or, in other words, under-recovering its costs by approximately 
$8.7 million. Cost recovery and deficit vary by program area. For exam-
ple, some areas have a higher cost recovery, such as Golf at 41 percent 
and Sports Programs at 78 percent, while other areas have low-cost 
recovery such as Community Events at 2 percent and Community Ser-
vices at 3 percent.  Maintenance activities typically are very low-cost 
recovery because revenues are not related to services provided.

FIGURE 2-15:  Revenue Streams 
by Major Service Area
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SPENDING CATEGORY FY23
REVENUE FY23 EXPENSES DIFFERENCE COST

RECOVERY

Park Maint. & Park Projects $455,938 $4,636,554 -$4,180,616 10%
Golf Course $204,924 $498,142 -$293,218 41%
Senior Program $92,500 $637,218 -$544,718 15%
Community Services $39,461 $1,551,301 -$1,511,840 3%
Community Events $9,961 $568,643 -$558,682 2%
Conf. & Rec. Center $206,923 $798,675 -$591,753 26%
Recreation Programs $302,491 $1,206,142 -$903,650 25%
Special Events $28,683 $105,083 -$76,399 27%
Sports Programs $437,861 $564,352 -$126,491 78%
TownGate Community Center $120,976 $37,671 $83,305 321%
Amphitheater $12,464 $25,802 -$13,338 48%
March Annex Rental $6,300 $53 $6,248 11,887%

Total $1,918,482 $10,629,634 -$8,711,152 18%

TAbLE 2-11: Cost Recovery of Major Spending Areas

The City has a detailed fee schedule and structure based on resident 
and non-resident rates, as well as extensive rental rates. While the City 
updated its fees in 2023, it should regularly review the fee structure to 
ensure that fees reflect the current program and rental facility popularity.

In addition to annual operating needs, the Department has a robust 
capital program dedicated to building new facilities and expanding 
and improving existing facilities. Capital projects are funded through 
CFDs, which are more project or geographic-specific. CFDs can help 
pay for both initial infrastructure costs, as well as the ongoing mainte-
nance and operations of those facilities within the area.

Taxes and grants, along with sponsorships and donations, help fill the 
funding gaps needed for both operations and capital projects. While 
tax revenue is typically not restricted, grants and sponsorships, along 
with donations can be specific to programs and/or specific activity 
types. The City has done its best to utilize grant funding and dona-
tions to help offer programs. The City should continue to explore these 
opportunities and utilize alternative funding sources as appropriate.
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2.11 RECREATION TRENDS
Recreation program trends can 
vary over time and may be in-
fluenced by changes in societal 
preferences, technology, and 
other factors. While the City 
already offers a diverse range 
of recreation programming, as 
trends continue to change over 
time, the City should continue 
to remain open to new concepts 
and adapt recreation program-
ming to meet evolving commu-
nity desires.

2.11.1 NATIONAL 
TRENDS
The 2023 Sports, Fitness, and 
Leisure Activities Topline Partic-
ipation Report from the Sports 
and Fitness Industry Association 
(SFIA) highlights national rec-
reation trends. The report indi-
cates that participation in recre-
ational activities in the U.S. has 
increased for the fifth consecu-
tive year, rising 9.2 percent from 
2017 and 1.9 percent from 2021. 
During 2022, 77.6 percent (236.9 
million people) of United States 
residents participated in at least 
one recreational activity, roughly 
20 million more people than in 
2017. Now more than ever, peo-
ple are prioritizing recreational 
activity and bouncing back from 
all-time lows recorded before 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The number of totally inactive 
people decreased for the fourth 
consecutive year with 22.4 per-
cent (68.6 million people) of 
United States residents being 
inactive. Inactivity in every sin-
gle age group decreased, ex-
cept for 18 to 24-year-olds and 
25 to 34-year-olds, likely due to 
life changes brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, like enroll-
ing in college and having chil-
dren. Similarly, inactivity rates 

See Table 2-12 to Table 2-17 
for a closer look at national 
trends in the following areas:

 » Fitness Sports Trends
 » Team Sports Trends
 » Individual Sports Trends
 » Racquet Sport Trends
 » Outdoor Activity Trends
 » Winter Sports Trends

for every income level decreased 
by more than 3 percent in 2022, 
indicating that people are in-
vesting more in physical activity 
more than in previous years.

Recreation Trend Highlights
 » Pickleball continued to be 
the fastest-growing sport in 
America with participation 
almost doubling in 2022. 

 » Trail running and day hiking 
participation increased for 
the fifth consecutive year. 

 » Every racquet sport increased 
its participation from the pre-
vious year for the first time 
since 2015.

 » Golf and tennis continue to 
maintain momentum with 9.7 
and 4.3 percent participation 
increases in 2022, respective-
ly. Both sports have grown 
over 20 percent since 2019.

 » Basketball, soccer (outdoor), 
football (flag), and football 
(tackle) all saw three-year to-
tal participation increases of 
over 4.5 percent with basket-
ball seeing the highest three-
year increase of 13.0 percent.

 » Personal combat sports like 
martial arts, boxing for fit-
ness, MMA for competition, 
MMA for fitness, and wres-
tling all posted participation 
increases in 2022.

 » Barre and Pilates showed sol-
id participation increases in 
2022, while yoga decreased 
for the first time in the last 
decade. All have strong three-
year participation increases 
with yoga and Pilates increas-
ing over 10 percent in the last 
three years.

 » Camping, fishing, and bicy-
cling activities recovered to 
2020 participation levels af-
ter showing slight decreases 
in 2021.

 » Group fitness-based activ-
ities continued to struggle, 
but showed some signs of re-
covery with boot camp style 
training, cardio kickboxing, 
and stationary cycling (group) 
experiencing participation in-
creases in 2022.

 » Health club-based activities 
continued to struggle. Ellip-
tical motion/cross-trainer, 
stair-climbing machine, sta-
tionary cycling (recumbent/
upright), and weight resis-
tance machines all had par-
ticipation decreases last year, 
and are down over 10 percent 
compared to 2019 numbers.

 » Most team sports displayed 
a significant decrease in reg-
ular/consistent participants 
while seeing significant in-
creases in casual participa-
tion. Outdoor soccer was the 
only team sport that saw a 
participation increase in reg-
ular/consistent and casual 
participants.
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Generational Trends in 
Recreational Activities
Activity participation and pref-
erences tend to vary based on 
several demographic factors, 
but can also differ based on 
generational preferences. Figure 
2-16 displays three-year partici-
pation categories across differ-
ent generations. Overall, the top 
two most participated activity 
categories for every generation 
were fitness and outdoor sports.

Baby Boomers (1945-1964)
Enjoying retirement, they are look-
ing for opportunities in fitness, 
sports, outdoor activities, cultural 
events, and other activities that 
suit their lifestyles. In particular, 
Baby Boomers lead all other gen-
erations in increased participa-
tion in racquet sports.

Gen X (1965-1979)
At the peak of their careers and 

raising families, Gen X had the 
biggest participation increases in 
racquet, water, and team sports. 
Programming additional sports 
leagues would bring benefits to  

this age group.

Millennials (1980-1999)
Millennials are a social and driven 
group with an interest in balanc-
ing wealth, work, and play.  Similar 
to Gen X, Millennial participation 
increased the most in water, rac-
quet, and team sports.

Gen Z (2000+)
Gen Z is a tech-savvy genera-

tion with diverse interests. Gen Z 
participation increased the most 

in water and racquet sports, while 
overall participation in team 

sports is higher than all other 
generations. 

FIGURE 2-16:  Generational Trends in Activity
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2.11.2 LOCAL TRENDS
Household Participation in Team Sports
Figure 2-17 displays estimated sports participation in Moreno Valley 
based on data from ESRI Business Analyst. This data uses national pro-
pensities applied to local demographic composition to estimate the 
relative likelihood of adults and households in the specified trade area 
to exhibit certain consumer behavior. According to ESRI Business Ana-
lyst data, it is estimated that 27.8 percent of all sports participants in 
Moreno Valley participate in basketball, followed by 18.3 percent par-
ticipating in soccer, and 14.2 percent participating in tennis. The top 
team sports played in Moreno Valley are similar to national trends. The 
SFIA report shows that nationally, basketball and soccer are two of 
the top five team sports based on participation numbers. Additionally, 
the two sports had the highest increases in participation over the last 
three years out of all team sports (13.0 and 9.3 percent, respectively), 
indicating that interest in these sports continues to grow nationally, 
as well as locally.

FIGURE 2-17:  Estimated Team Sports Participation in Moreno Valley

Source: ESRI Business Analyst
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FIGURE 2-18:  Estimated Recreational Activity Participation in 
Moreno Valley

Source: ESRI Business Analyst

Household Participation in Recreation
Figure 2-17 shows recreational activity participation in Moreno Valley 
based on data from ESRI Business Analyst. Walking for exercise is by far 
the most popular activity in Moreno Valley, followed by hiking, weight 
lifting, swimming, and jogging/running. Other recreational activities 
that ranked highly in Moreno Valley include road bicycling, yoga, and 
aerobics. Recreational activity trends in Moreno Valley indicate a high 
interest in physical fitness, which aligns with national trends. The SFIA 
report shows that the majority of active individuals in the U.S. partic-
ipate in fitness sports (>65%), compared to lower participation rates 
in individual, outdoor, racquet, team, water, and winter sports. The City 
can accommodate community interest in these recreational activities 
by increasing related amenities, such as trails, bicycle lanes, and out-
door exercise equipment, as well as related programming like fitness 
classes, guided hikes, group runs, and bicycle rides. 
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FITNESS SPORTS TRENDS

SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Pilates Training 9.2 M 9.9 M 9.7 M 10.3 M +5.8% +11.6%
Yoga 30.5 M 32.8 M 34.3 M 33.6 M -2.1% +10.4%
Kettlebells 12.9 M 13.6 M 13.6 M 13.7 M +1.0% +6.5%
Dance, Step, and Other Choreographed 
Exercise to Music 13.5 M 25.2 M 24.8 M 25.2 M +1.7% +5.0%

Barre 3.7 M 3.6 M 3.7 M 3.8 M +3.9% +3.8%
Free Weights (Dumbbells/Hand Weights) 51.4 M 53.3 M 52.6 M 53.1 M +1.0% +3.3%
Walking for Fitness 111.4 M 114.0 M 115.8 M 114.8 M -0.9% +3.0%
High Impact/Intensity Training 22.0 M 22.5 M 22.0 M 21.8 M -0.7% -1.0%
Free Weights (Barbells) 28.4 M 28.8 M 28.2 M 28.7 M +1.5% +1.1%
Aquatic Exercise 11.2 M 11.0 M 10.4 M 10.7 M +2.6% -4.6%
Running/Jogging 50.1 M 50.7 M 49.0 M 47.8 M -2.4% -4.5%
Treadmill 56.8 M 49.8 M 53.6 M 53.6 M -0.1% -5.7%
Bodyweight Exercise & Bodyweight 
Accessory-Assisted Training 23.5 M 22.8 M 22.6 M 22.0 M -2.6% -6.3%

Swimming for Fitness 28.2 M 25.7 M 25.6 M 26.3 M +2.5% -6.9%
Rowing Machine 12.8 M 11.7 M 11.6 M 11.9 M +2.6% -7.2%
Tai Chi 3.8 M 3.3 M 3.4 M 3.4 M 0.0% -10.5%
Stationary Cycling (Recumbent/Upright) 37.1 M 31.3 M 32.5 M 32.1 M -1.1% -13.4%
Weight/Resistance Machines 36.2 M 30.7 M 30.6 M 30.0 M -1.9% -17.1%
Elliptical Motion/Cross-Trainer 33.1 M 27.9 M 27.6 M 27.1 M -2.1% -18.2%
Cardio Kickboxing 7.0 M 5.3 M 5.1 M 5.5 M +8.5% -21.3%
Boot Camp Style Training 6.8 M 5.0 M 5.2 M 5.2 M +0.4% -24.0%
Stair-Climbing Machine 15.4 M 11.3 M 11.8 M 11.7 M -0.9% -24.0%
Cross-Training Style Workouts 13.5 M 9.2 M 9.8 M 9.2 M -5.3% -31.7%
Stationary Cycling (Group) 9.9 M 6.1 M 5.9 M 6.3 M +5.5% -36.9%

TAbLE 2-12: SFIA National Fitness Sports Trends Participants

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Sports by 3-Year Percentage Change

Yoga

33.6 M Participants

Walking for Fitness

114.8 M Participants

Running/Jogging

47.8 M Participants

Weight/Resistance

30.0 M Participants

Treadmill

53.6 M Participants

Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation Numbers
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TEAM SPORTS TRENDS

SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Basketball 24.9 M 27.8 M 27.1 M 28.1 M +3.7% +13.0%
Soccer (Outdoor) 11.9 M 12.4 M 12.6 M 13.0 M +3.7% +9.3%
Football (Tackle) 5.1 M 5.1 M 5.2 M 5.4 M +4.0% +6.5%
Football (Flag) 6.8 M 7.0 M 6.9 M 7.1 M +3.1% +4.7%
Wrestling 1.9 M 1.9 M 1.9 M 2.0 M +5.1% +4.7%
Soccer (Indoor) 5.3 M 5.4 M 5.4 M 5.5 M +1.6% +3.0%
Swimming on a Team 2.8 M 2.6 M 2.8 M 2.9 M +2.9% +2.9%
Baseball 15.8 M 15.7 M 15.6 M 15.5 M -0.7% -2.1%
Gymnastics 4.7 M 3.8 M 4.3 M 4.6 M +7.0% -2.8%
Ice Hockey 2.4 M 2.3 M 2.3 M 2.3 M -1.3% -3.4%
Softball (Fast-Pitch) 2.2 M 1.8 M 2.1 M 2.1 M +2.8% -4.3%
Volleyball (Court) 6.5 M 5.4 M 5.8 M 6.1 M +4.2% -6.1%
Volleyball (Beach/Sand) 4.4 M 4.3 M 4.2 M 4.1 M -1.3% -6.2%
Football (Touch) 5.2 M 4.8 M 4.9 M 4.8 M -0.8% -6.3%
Ultimate Frisbee 2.3 M 2.3 M 2.2 M 2.1 M +-2.2% -6.5%
Cheerleading 3.8 M 3.3 M 3.5 M 3.5 M +1.2% -6.5%
Volleyball (Grass) 3.1 M 2.7 M 2.8 M 2.8 M +0.8% -9.8%
Paintball 2.9 M 2.8 M 2.6 M 2.6 M +1.2% -10.0%
Track and Field 4.1 M 3.6 M 3.6 M 3.7 M +2.9% -10.8%
Lacrosse 2.1 M 1.9 M 1.9 M 1.9 M -0.9% -11.4%
Softball (Slow-Pitch) 7.1 M 6.3 M 6.0 M 6.0 M +0.5% -14.6%
Roller Hockey 1.6 M 1.5 M 1.4 M 1.4 M -4.0% -15.3%
Rugby 1.4 M 1.2 M 1.2 M 1.2 M -5.8% -16.2%

TAbLE 2-13: SFIA National Team Sports Trends Participants

Basketball

28.1 M Participants

Baseball

15.5 M Participants

Soccer (Outdoor)

13.0 M Participants

Football (Flag)

7.1 M Participants

Volleyball (Beach/Sand)

6.1 M Participants

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Sports by 3-Year Percentage Change

Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation Numbers
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INDIVIDUAL SPORTS TRENDS

SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Skateboarding 6,610 8,872 8,747 9,019 +3.1% +36.4%
Trail Running 10,997 11,854 12,520 13,253 +5.9% +20.5%
Golf (on- or off-course) 34,176 36,861 37,473 41,096 +9.7% +20.2%
MMA for Competition 978 979 1,026 1,076 +4.9% +10.1%
Roller Skating (Inline Wheels) 4,816 4,892 4,940 5,173 +4.7% +7.4%
Ice Skating 9,460 9,857 9,481 10,086 +6.4% +6.6%
Boxing for Fitness 5,198 5,230 5,237 5,472 +4.5% +5.3%
MMA for Fitness 2,405 2,445 2,339 2,524 +7.9% +5.0%
Martial Arts 6,068 6,064 6,186 6,355 +2.7% +4.7%
Horseback Riding 6,990 6,748 6,919 7,309 +5.6% +4.6%
Roller Skating (2x2 Wheels) 6,612 6,160 6,373 6,810 +6.9% +3.0%
Archery 7,449 7,249 7,342 7,428 +1.2% -0.3%
Bowling 45,372 40,143 41,666 42,292 +1.5% -6.8%
Trathlon (Non-Traditional/ Off Road) 1,472 1,363 1,304 1,350 +3.5% -8.2%
Trathlon (Traditional/ Road) 2,001 1,846 1,748 1,780 +1.8% -11.0%
Adventure Racing 2,143 1,966 1,826 1,714 -6.1% -20.0%

TAbLE 2-14: SFIA National Individual Sports Trends Participants

Bowling

42,292 Participants

Golf (on-/off-course)

41,096 Participants

Ice Skating

10,086 Participants

Skateboarding

9,019 Participants

Trail Running

13,253 Participants

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Sports by 3-Year Percentage Change

Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation Numbers
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RACQUET SPORTS TRENDS

SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Pickleball 3,460 4,199 4,819 8,949 +85.7% +158.6%
Tennis 17,684 21,642 22,617 23,595 +4.3% +33.4%
Cardio Tennis 2,501 2,503 2,608 2,812 +7.8% +12.4%
Badminton 6,095 5,862 6,061 6,490 +7.1% +6.5%
Table Tennis 14,908 16,854 15,390 15,824 +2.8% +6.1%
Racquetball 3,453 3,426 3,260 3,521 +8.0% +2.0%
Squash 1,222 1,163 1,185 1,228 +3.6% +0.5%

TAbLE 2-15: SFIA Racquet Sports Trends Participants

Tennis

23,595 Participants

Pickleball

8,949 Participants

Badminton

6,490 Participants

Racquetball

3,521 Participants

Table Tennis

15,824 Participants

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Sports by 3-Year Percentage Change

Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation Numbers
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITY TRENDS

SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Camping 28,183 36,082 35,985 37,431 +4.0% +32.8%
Birdwatching More Than 1/4 Mile 
From Home/Vehicle 12,817 15,228 14,815 15,818 +6.8% +23.4%

Hiking (Day) 49,697 57,808 58,697 59,578 +1.5% +19.9%
Bicycling (BMX) 3,648 3,880 3,861 4,181 +8.3% +14.6%
Climbing (Sport/Boulder) 2,183 2,290 2,301 2,452 +6.6% +12.3%
Bicycling (Road/Paved Surface) 39,388 44,471 42,775 43,554 +1.8% +10.6%
Camping (RV) 15,426 17,825 16,371 16,840 +2.9% +9.2%
Climbing (Indoor) 5,309 5,535 5,684 5,778 +1.7% +8.8%
Fishing (Fly) 7,014 7,753 7,458 7,631 +2.3% +8.8%
Fishing (Saltwater) 13,193 14,527 13,790 14,344 +4.0% +8.7%
Fishing (Freshwater/Other) 39,185 42,556 40,853 41,821 +2.4% +6.7%
Bicycling (Mountain/Non-Paved 
Surface) 8,622 8,998 8,693 8,916 +2.6% +3.4%

Wildlife Viewing (More Than 1/4 Mile 
From Home/Vehicle) 20,040 21,038 20,452 20,615 +0.8% +2.9%

Hunting (Bow) 4,628 4,656 4,577 4,739 +3.5% +2.4%
Climbing (Traditional/Ice 
Mountaineering) 2,400 2,456 2,374 2,452 +3.3% +2.1%

Hunting (Handgun) 3,015 2,998 2,900 2,993 +3.2% -0.8%
Hunting (Rifle) 11,084 11,098 10,762 10,811 +0.5% -2.5%
Shooting (Sport Clays) 4,852 4,699 4,618 4,718 +2.2% -2.8%
Backpacking Overnight - More Than 
1/4 Mile From Vehicle/Home 10,660 10,746 10,306 10,217 -0.9% -4.2%

Hunting (Shotgun) 8,083 7,874 7,627 7,628 +0.0% -5.6%
Shooting (Trap/Skeet) 4,057 3,837 3,750 3,739 -0.3% -7.8%
Target Shooting (Rifle) 13,197 12,728 12,388 12,044 -2.8% -8.7%
Target Shooting (Handgun) 14,579 14,253 13,952 13,303 -4.6% -8.8%

TAbLE 2-16: SFIA Outdoor Activity Trends Participants

Hiking (Day)

59,578 Participants

Bicycling
(Road/Paved 

Surface)

43,554 Participants

Fishing 

41,821 Participants

Camping

37,431 Participants

Wildlife Viewing

20,615 Participants

2022 Top 5 Activities Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Activities by 3-Year Percentage Change
Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Activities Based on Participation Numbers
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SPORT 2019 2020 2021 2022 1 - YEAR 
CHANGE

3 - YEAR 
CHANGE

Alpine Touring 1,122 1,126 1,100 2,146 +95.1% +91.3%
Winter Fat Biking 1,567 1,580 1,454 2,440 +67.8% +55.7%
Snowboard Touring 1,487 1,498 1,425 2,159 +51.5% +45.2%
Surfing 2,964 3,800 3,463 3,692 +6.6% +24.6%
Kayaking (Recreational) 11,382 13,002 13,351 13,561 +1.6% +19.1%
Snowshoeing 3,421 3,385 3,178 3,837 +20.7% +12.2%
Jet Skiing 5,108 4,900 5,062 5,445 +7.6% +6.6%
Stand Up Paddling 3,562 3,675 3,739 3,777 +1.0% +6.0%
Canoeing 8,995 9,595 9,199 9,521 +3.5% +5.9%
Kayaking (White Water) 2,583 2,605 2,623 2,726 +3.9% +5.5%
Snowboarding 7,798 7,885 7,961 8,161 +2.5% +4.6%
Rafting 3,438 3,474 3,383 3,595 +6.3% +4.5%
Wakeboarding 2,729 2,754 2,674 2,754 +3.0% +0.9%
Sailing 3,618 3,486 3,463 3,632 +4.9% +0.4%
Kayaking (Sea/Touring) 2,652 2,508 2,587 2,642 +2.1% -0.4%
Skiing (Cross-country) 4,877 4,768 4,470 4,851 +8.5% -0.5%
Boardsailing/Windsurfing 1,405 1,268 1,297 1,391 +7.3% -0.9%
Scuba Diving 2,715 2,588 2,476 2,658 +7.3% -2.1%
Snorkeling 7,659 7,729 7,316 7,376 +0.8% -3.7%
Sledding/Saucer Riding/Snow Tubing 9,849 9,382 8,887 9,473 +6.6% -3.8%
Water Skiing 3,203 3,050 3,058 3,040 -0.6% -5.1%
Skiing (Alpine/Downhill/Freeski/
Telemark) 14,884 14,347 13,636 12,864 -5.7% -13.6%

Snowmobiling - - 3,401 3,706 +9.0% -

TAbLE 2-17: SFIA Winter Sports Trends Participants

Kayaking 
(Recreational)

13,561 Participants

Skiing

12,864 Participants

Canoeing

9,521 Participants

Sledding

9,473 Participants

WINTER SPORTS TRENDS

Snowboarding

8,161 Participants

2022 Top 5 Sports Based on Participation NumbersTop 5 Sports by 3-Year Percentage Change

Source: SFIA Topline Report 2023

2022 Top 5 Activities Based on Participation Numbers
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3.1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

Statistically Valid 
Survey Opened

June 2023

Stakeholder Focus
 Group Meetings

June 13, 2023

City Management
Focus Group

Meeting
June 14, 2023 

Statistically   
Valid Survey Closed

September 2023

Community 
Workshop #2

September 26, 2023
Community Workshop #2

November 9, 2023

Engaging Moreno Valley com-
munity members in the planning 
process was critical to the de-
velopment of a Plan that accu-
rately reflects community needs 
and desires. A comprehensive 
community engagement strat-
egy was developed to facilitate 
a collaborative planning process 
and gather meaningful input 
from residents, stakeholders, 
and City staff. Outreach meth-
ods used to collect communi-
ty input included community 
workshops, stakeholder meet-
ings, a statistically valid survey, 
social media promotions, and 
online engagement through the 
City’s website.

The target audience of commu-
nity engagement efforts was 
anyone who lives, works, or plays 
within in Moreno Valley. Addi-
tional emphasis was placed on 
under-served communities that 
disproportionately lack easy and 
comfortable access to parks, 
open spaces, and other recre-
ation facilities. 

3.1.1 COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
STRATEGY 
The primary outreach methods 
used to engage Moreno Valley 
community members were:

 » Project branding
 » City website
 » Social media
 » Statistically-valid survey
 » Three community workshops
 » Six focus group meetings 
with key stakeholders

Community Workshop #1
May 3, 2023

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE
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COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT NUMBERS

3
Community Workshops

Focus Group Meetings

6
Community Survey Responses

477
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3.2 PROJECT PUBLICITY
3.2.1 PROJECT BRANDING
Distinct branding was developed for the Plan to promote project fa-
miliarity throughout the planning process. A unique project logo and 
color palette was used for all outreach materials and presentations. 
The project branding was designed to maintain consistency with City 
branding, while also distinguishing the project as a new planning en-
deavor.

3.2.2 SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media was used throughout the development of the Plan to 
share information and invite community members to participate in a 
collaborative planning process. Regular social media posts were made 
to publicize the Plan, promote events and feedback opportunities, 
and share project updates.
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3.3 COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS
Three community workshops were held between May 2023 and November 2023 to engage community 
members in a participatory planning process for the Plan. The workshops enabled community members to 
engage in the planning process and provide direct input on current and future park needs. Some items men-
tioned by participants in the workshops had not been captured by other forms of community engagement, 
which reinforces the importance of in-person participatory planning opportunities in reaching different au-
diences.

3.3.1 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1: VISION, OPPORTUNITIES, 
CHALLENGES, AND EXISTING CONDITIONS
The first workshop was held on May 3, 2023, at the Moreno Valley Conference and Recreation Center. The 
workshop served as an official kick-off for the Plan. The planning team presented an overview of the plan-
ning process and initial findings from the citywide park inventory. 

After the presentation, participants split into small groups to discuss 
the following topics:

 » Current usage of existing parks
 » General conditions of existing parks
 » Overall satisfaction with current park experience
 » Value placed on parks and recreation amenities
 » Collective vision of the future park system

The most common comments from participants were related to the 
following topics:

1. Park Lighting and Safety
2. Park Connectivity and Safe Access
3. Nature and Open Space
4. Community Centers and Programming
5. Equestrian Facilities
6. Arts, Culture, and History
7. Park Maintenance
8. Additional Park Amenities



MORENO VALLEY PARKS, COMMUNITY SERVICES & TRAILS MASTER PLAN DRAFT78

3.3.2 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #2: COMMUNITY 
PRIORITIES AND INFILL OPPORTUNITIES
The second workshop was held on September 26, 2023, at the Moreno 
Valley Conference and Recreation Center. The workshop began with 
a presentation of the results from the project’s existing conditions 
analysis and the community survey. After the presentation, attendees 
participated in an interactive activity to collect input on desired parks 
and recreation facilities, amenities, and programming in Moreno Valley.

The top five amenities participants wanted to see at Moreno Valley 
parks were:

1. Community Gardens
2. Splashpad / Water Features
3. Outdoor Exercise Areas
4. New and Upgraded Playgrounds
5. Skate Parks

The top four amenities participants wanted to see at Moreno Valley 
trails were:

1. Signalized Intersections with Equestrian Push Buttons
2. Animal Crossing Signs
3. Fencing
4. Nature Center or Community Garden

3.3.3 COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #3: DRAFT 
RECOMMENDATIONS
The third and final workshop was held on November 9, 2023, at the 
Moreno Valley Conference and Recreation Center. The planning team 
presented draft recommendations to the workshop participants in a 
public workshop setting. The team shared a summary of findings from 
the previous workshop activities and existing conditions analysis and 
then presented the draft recommendations. Participants were then 
given opportunities to provide feedback on and potential revisions to 
the draft recommendations through a series of open-house activities. 

Workshop participants expressed the most interest in addressing the 
following four categories within the draft recommendations:

 » Improvements to Equestrian Center
 » Additional and Improved Trail Connections
 » Interest in All-Inclusive Programming and Events 
 » Additional Facilities 

Feedback related to improvements to the equestrian center includes 
the addition of intersections with light signals, a nature center, an out-
door stage/amphitheater, fencing, picnic areas, a community garden, 
a tot-lot near a dog park, natural trails, and designated maintenance 
staff. 

Additional and improved trail connections were requested through 
comments that consisted of the desire for improved trails with pas-
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sive parks, east-west trail connections in northern Moreno Valley, a greenway trail network around the city, 
SR-60 multi-use trail crossings, and north-south trail connections to link Lake Perris to the Moreno Valley 
Equestrian Center. 

The interest in all-inclusive programming and events includes desires for an international film festival, new 
youth/teen programs, programs for people of all ability levels, and a community health/wellness center. 

Lastly, community members expressed the need for additional facilities, such as a new library in the cen-
tral-east area, a museum, a small-scale amphitheater, and a performing arts center. 

3.4 STAKEHOLDER FOCUS GROUPS
Focus group meetings with key stakeholders were conducted during the summer of 2023. The goal of these 
meetings was to gather input on the needs and desires of target community groups. This input, in combina-
tion with other community feedback from the survey and workshops, was used to guide the recommenda-
tions provided in Chapter 4. A series of questions were asked during each of the stakeholder meetings and 
some of the collective themes and responses are summarized on the following page.

Six focus groups were convened to gather information from a broad cross-section of community members:

Arts and Library Commissions: Members of the City of Moreno Valley Arts Commission 
and City of Moreno Valley Library Commission. 

City Leadership: Department heads and directors from the following City departments: 
City Manager’s Office, Community Development, Economic Development, Fire, Parks 
and Community Services, and Public Works.

Parks and Community Services Department Staff: Staff from the City Parks and Com-
munity Services Department.

Parks, Community Services, and Trails Committee and Emerging Leaders Council: Mem-
bers of the City of Moreno Valley Emerging Leaders Council and members of the City of 
Moreno Valley Parks, Community, and Trails Committee.

Senior Citizens’ Advisory Board: Members of the City of Moreno Valley Senior Citizens’ 
Advisory Board.

Youth Sports: Representatives from youth football, soccer, baseball, and softball leagues.
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3.4.1 INFRASTRUCTURE QUESTIONS
1. Are there any current unmet needs in park facilities, civic facilities 

(libraries), or amenities?

 » Sports fields and facilities need lighting, more regular mainte-
nance, and additional parking.

 » There is a lack of public indoor gathering spaces to host meet-
ings, programs, and classes.

 » Parks need additional and improved restrooms with cleaner fa-
cilities and more lighting.

 » The existing library, senior center, and recreation centers are too 
small and lack sufficient amenities and meeting spaces.

2. What kind of facility needs do you anticipate in the future?

 » Stakeholders expressed an overwhelming need for a new library, 
senior center, teen center, and multi-purpose recreation center 
to provide much-needed community spaces to host meetings, 
programs, and classes.

 » Sports-related needs include a large sports complex, an aquatic 
facility, additional sports fields, and lighted fields. 

 » Other top needs include dog parks, splash pads, safe walking 
and bicycling routes to and from parks, larger and cleaner re-
strooms, and diverse park amenities to meet different commu-
nity needs.

3. Are there underserved areas of Moreno Valley where the City should 
focus on park improvements/construction?

 » The east and northeast portions of Moreno Valley are currently 
underserved and lack parks, sports fields, and open spaces. 

4. Are there enough facilities and amenities for the diverse commu-
nity in the City? 

 » Facilities and amenities are lacking for Moreno Valley teens, se-
niors, and community members with special needs.

5. Are there any trails or trailheads that the City should prioritize?

 » Multi-use trails that provide safe connections to parks for pe-
destrians and bicyclists should be prioritized.

 » Opportunities to create a connected trail system, particularly 
to the Juan Bautista de Anza Trail, should also be prioritized.

6. What are your top park/trail project recommendations?

 » Top park and trail recommendations for new facilities include a 
large central library, large recreation center, large sports com-
plex, large senior center, multi-purpose fields, an aquatic facili-
ty, dog parks, splash pads, and community gardens.

 » Top park and trail recommendations for existing facilities in-
clude the addition of shade structures, picnic areas, BBQs, light-
ing, and restrooms to existing parks, as well as the remodeling 
of playgrounds to meet safety standards. 
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3.4.2 PROGRAMMING QUESTIONS
1. Are there any current unmet needs in recreation/library program-

ming?

 » More programming and meeting spaces are needed for teens, 
young adults, seniors, and community members with special 
needs. 

 » Childcare programs are often full and are too expensive for 
some community members.

2. What programs would best service your family’s future needs?

 » The following programs are desired: childcare, tutoring, adult 
literacy programs, multi-generational programs, pottery class-
es, van service for teens, and programs specifically for teens 
and seniors.

3. Are there any partnerships between the City and the community 
that can be created or strengthened? 

 » The City’s relationship with the Moreno Valley Unified School 
District could be strengthened to improve and add more Joint-
Use Agreements.

Key Findings from Stakeholder Focus Group Meetings
Several common themes were repeated across focus groups, demonstrating consensus on a number of key 
desires and needs for Moreno Valley:

1 Desire for new large indoor facilities with diverse amenities and ample space to host meetings, 
programs, and classes (i.e., Central Library, Teen Center, Senior Center, and Recreation Center).

2 Desire for a large sports complex and an aquatic facility to meet the needs of residents and 
attract visitors from outside Moreno Valley.

3 Desire for better connectivity to parks through trails and safe routes.

4 Need for park and field lighting to increase safety and expand evening recreation opportunities.

5 Need for park restroom lighting, improved maintenance, and expanded capacity. 

6 Need for diverse and multi-generational programming and amenities to accommodate differ-
ent interests and needs of the community.

7 East and northeast portions of Moreno Valley are underserved and in need of new parks and 
recreation facilities.
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3.5 COMMUNITY SURVEY
Surveys were used to collect community input from residents and other park users on City parks, recreation 
facilities, amenities, future planning, communication, and more. The survey was designed to yield results 
that could assist the City in developing a plan that accurately reflects the needs, wants, and desires of the 
entire community. The survey results were analyzed and incorporated into the development of this Plan.

Two samples were collected in the survey effort:

 » Statistically Valid Invite Sample (259): Paper surveys were mailed to a random sample of 4,500 resi-
dential households in Moreno Valley with instructions for how to complete the survey through a pass-
word-protected web link. An additional 4,000 reminder postcards were also sent to encourage residents 
to take the survey. Out of the 4,500 paper surveys mailed to Moreno Valley households, 259 surveys were 
completed.

 » Open Link Sample (218): An online survey was shared widely through social media, City newsletters, and 
other promotional activities with the intent to reach as many Moreno Valley residents as possible, as well 
as non-residents who may use Moreno Valley parks and recreation facilities. 218 Open Link surveys were 
completed online.

Together, the two samples provide a useful source of community input on Moreno Valley’s existing parks 
and recreation facilities and programming, as well as the need for future improvements. 

3.5.1 SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY
Figure 3-1 to Figure 3-5 present a snapshot of survey results as a comparison of responses from both the 
Statistically Valid Invite (Invite) sample and the Open Link sample. In general, responses from the Invite sam-
ple are similar to those from the Open Link sample, which indicates a general consensus in the community 
on various park and recreation-related topics and ideas. Complete survey results are provided in Chapter 5.

Figure 3-1:  Please rate how important the following recreation facilities and services are to your 
household. (On a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being “Very Important”)
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Figure 3-2: Please identify your household’s priorities for recreation facilities, parks, programs, and spe-
cial events to be added, expanded, or improved upon in Moreno Valley in the next 5 years. (On a scale of 1 to 
5, with 5 being “A Very High Priority”)

Figure 3-3: What are the top priorities for improvement within our trail system? (Select Top 3)
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Figure 3-4: What are the most important items that, if addressed by the City of Moreno Valley, would 
increase your use of parks and recreation facilities?

Figure 3-5:  What will increase your household’s use of Moreno Valley Parks and Community Services 
programs?
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Key Findings from Community Survey

Satisfaction: There are high ratings of satisfaction for the overall quality of Moreno Valley 
parks, facilities, recreation programs, and services. In particular, the Library and Special Events 
received average ratings of 3.7 and above on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being “very satisfied.”

Proximity: Most respondents live close to their most visited park. A total of 81 percent of the 
Invite sample and 68% of the Open Link sample say it takes less than 10 minutes to get to a 
park from their home. 

Mode of Transportation: Most respondents drive a motor vehicle to get to the park they most 
frequently visit. However, 21 percent of the Invite sample report walking/running or rolling.

Most Used Facilities: Parks, trails and pathways, and the Recreation Center are the most fre-
quently used facilities provided by the City. 

Most Important Facilities: Community/neighborhood parks and open space/natural areas 
are the most important recreation facilities and services to both samples. However, their rat-
ing for meeting the needs of the community is lower than other facilities. 

Top Ways to Increase Park Usage: The top three ways to help increase the usage of parks and 
recreation facilities are to improve safety and security, add more lighting, and enhance and 
maintain existing parks and facilities.

Future Priorities: The top future priorities for both samples are improved amenities, addi-
tional open space/natural areas/trails, and more community/neighborhood parks. When giv-
en a choice between natural resource preservation/protection and active recreation, respon-
dents generally would prefer Moreno Valley pursue natural resource preservation/protection.

Trail System Priorities: Accessible walking trails and soft-surface hiking trails are the most 
important priorities for improvement within the City’s trail system. 

Communication: Respondents rated the communication efforts from Moreno Valley as mod-
erately effective. The most preferred forms of communication for the Invite sample include 
the City’s newsletters, Soaring Activity Guide, and emails.

Program Participation: About a quarter (25 percent) of Invite respondents had participated 
in Moreno Valley Parks & Community Services-led programs in the past 12 months. The top 
reason for participation in facility location. 

Top Ways to Increase Program Participation: To help increase the use of Moreno Valley Parks 
& Community Services programs, respondents prefer better condition/maintenance of parks 
or facilities and more programming opportunities that appeal to adults.
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3.6 KEY TRENDS FROM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

A permanent restroom building is 
strongly desired, as well as more 

amenities like picnic areas, outdoor 
fitness equipment, campsite, and 

community gardens.

New public centers like rec-
reation centers, community 

centers, new senior centers are 
all desired.

Many survey respondents 
have a desire to improve the 
existing amenities at parks. 

Better trail connections are strongly 
desired, especially in the northwest-
ern part and eastern parts of More-
no Valley, with a focus on connec-

tions to Lake Perris.

Stakeholders would like to see 
a large sports complex to hold 

regional tournaments.

More access to open spaces, 
natural areas, and trails is 

strongly desired.

More programs for teens, 
seniors, and adults, as well as 

new special events are desired.

Lighting and additional safety 
features are wanted at parks 

and facilities.

Additional community and 
neighborhood parks are 

desired.
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4.1 THE FUTURE OF MORENO VALLEY PARKS
The future of Moreno Valley’s parks and recreation system will depend on actions that combine infrastruc-
ture, programming, and financial elements. This recommendations chapter begins with eight overarching 
initiatives that are intended to guide the City’s efforts over the next ten years. Each initiative is supported 
by various objectives and actions that can assist with implementation. 

The remaining recommendations in this Chapter are based on the findings from the existing conditions 
analysis, community engagement, and the comparative analyses described in the previous chapters of this 
Plan. These recommendations are also intended to be consistent with the Moreno Valley General Plan (2021).

HOW TO USE INITIATIVES, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

INITIATIVE
Initiatives represents an overar-
ching topic related to parks and 
recreation. 

OBJECTIVE
Objectives provide direction to 
help create the positive change 
the City envisions. 

ACTION 
Actions are well-defined steps 
needed to achieve objectives. 
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4.2 PLAN INITIATIVES
The Plan recommendations provide a clear set of goals for how Moreno Valley can continue to grow, plan, 
design, and implement park projects and programs into its park and recreation system. The eight initiatives 
are defined below. 

PARKS AND FACILITIES

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

PLACEMAKING

TRAILS AND CONNECTIVITY

ADMINISTRATIVE

FINANCIAL

SAFETY AND TECHNOLOGY 

MAINTENANCE
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4.3 INITIATIVE ONE: 

Parks and recreation facilities are the foundation of Moreno Valley’s Parks & Community Services Depart-
ment. Parks and recreation facilities are the physical locations that enhance the quality of life of residents. 
Although Moreno Valley is already home to a large number of parks, the City is encouraged to explore addi-
tional ways to maintain and enhance their park system. The City’s demographics will continue to evolve and 
so will the recreation needs. The following objectives can help guide and prioritize physical infrastructure 
improvements throughout the City.  

PARKS AND 
FACILITIES 

ObjECTIvE 1: Explore 
the improvement and equi-
table distribution of exist-
ing and future parks.

ACTION 1.1: Aim to maintain a 
standard/goal of three acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents.

ACTION 1.2: Increase the acre-
age of parks in Moreno Valley to 
serve the needs of the growing 
and diverse population.

ACTION 1.3: Improve the plan-
ning process of developer-built 
parks to include park amenities 
with the highest deficits.

ACTION 1.4: Encourage public 
participation in the park plan-
ning process for amenities, 
facilities, and programming.

ACTION 1.5: Locate new neigh-
borhood parks and open spaces 
along accessible bicycle and 
pedestrian routes.

ACTION 1.6: Prioritize new 
parks and open spaces in un-
derserved neighborhoods.

ACTION 1.7: Coordinate with 
youth sports leagues, such as 
football and baseball, to improve 
or expand fields for tournaments 
to spurn participation and eco-
nomic growth and return.

ObjECTIvE 2: Expand 
existing and develop new 
parks and recreation facil-
ities.

ACTION 2.1: Explore incor-
porating community gardens 
within parks to promote the 
production of local foods.

ACTION 2.2: Evaluate locations 
for the development of splash 
pads and other amenities for 
youth.

ACTION 2.3: Develop outdoor 
fitness spaces that would en-
courage activity and wellness 
among adults.
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ACTION 2.4: Expand existing 
and develop new walking trails 
and recreational areas that pro-
mote outdoor fitness.

ACTION 2.5: Develop strategi-
cally placed open spaces to pro-
vide additional opportunities for 
community members to utilize 
Moreno Valley’s outdoor areas.

ObjECTIvE 3: Improve 
the current offering of in-
door facilities, recreation, 
and community centers.

ACTION 3.1: Identify underuti-
lized areas within Moreno Val-
ley’s priority and underserved 
areas for the addition of new 
indoor facilities.

ObjECTIvE 4: Improve 
park maintenance for 
higher-quality parks.

ACTION 4.1: Encourage part-
nerships, such as “Beautify 
MoVal”, for existing and future 
efforts to maintain and improve 
parks.

ACTION 4.2: Conduct a de-
tailed facility conditions assess-
ment to ensure each park in-
cludes features such as lighting, 
seating, and restrooms.

ACTION 4.3: Maintain an 
appropriate number of park 
maintenance staff to ensure 
clean and safe parks as much as 
possible. 

ObjECTIvE 5:  
Integrate parks with new 
development projects.

ACTION 5.1: Integrate parks, 
trails, and public spaces into 
new residential developments 
to contribute to the livability of 
neighborhoods.

ACTION 5.2: New parks should 
be developed outside of the 65 
decibel noise contour and re-
quire noise buffering if located 
near sensitive land uses.

ACTION 5.3: Parks, recreation-
al facilities, and public spaces 
should be designed for future 
ease of maintenance.

ACTION 5.4: Landscape and 
site design measures help 
ensure the integration of safe 
parks and open spaces into 
adjacent development.
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4.4 INITIATIVE TWO: 

PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES 
INITIATIVE

While physical park infrastructure is the foundation of a modern, robust, and diverse park system, programs 
and services are what bring parks to life. Programs allow community members to engage in fun and diverse 
physical and mental activities, learn new skills, socialize, and become involved members of the community. 
The Programs and Services Initiative aims to provide Moreno Valley with additional programs to meet the 
needs of the growing and evolving community.

ObjECTIvE 1: Provide 
recreation programs to 
accommodate the diverse 
interests, needs, ages, and 
cultural backgrounds of 
Moreno valley residents.

ACTION 1.1: Develop additional 
programming for adults, such as 
sports activities and non-sport 
programs (yoga, meditation, 
arts and crafts, ballet classes, 
board games, etc.).

ACTION 1.2: Develop addition-
al programming for teens like 
additional sports programs (ul-
timate frisbee, lacrosse, rugby, 
etc.) and non-sports programs 
(i.e., arts and crafts, field trips, 
BMX, etc.)

ACTION 1.3: Continue to imple-
ment non-traditional programs 
such as CPR, personal safety, 
and martial arts classes, with 
an emphasis on programs for 
adults and seniors.

ACTION 1.4: Expand indoor 
programming to provide al-
ternative recreational options 
(board games, video games, ka-
raoke, cultural workshops, arts 
and crafts, additional fitness 
classes, etc.).

ACTION 1.5: Engage with res-
idents and stakeholders to iden-
tify additional programs that 
respond to growing or changing 
interests.

ObjECTIvE 2:  
Promote community 
health and wellness 
through programs, 
services, and events.

ACTION 2.1: Continue to pro-
mote community health and 
active living through City-spon-
sored initiatives, events, and 
activities (i.e., Healthy MoVal, 
Community Demonstration 
Garden).

ACTION 2.2: Expand commu-
nity education programs on 
healthy eating habits and life-
styles, including topics such as 
nutrition, physical activity, and 
vegetable gardening.
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ACTION 2.3: Communicate 
through the libraries, Senior 
Community Center, and Teen 
SPOT (Support, Programs, 
Opportunities & Technology) to 
provide informational resources 
about health.

ACTION 2.4: Collaborate with 
local health officials, nonprofit 
organizations, hospitals, health 
clinics, and community groups 
to provide programs and host 
events that promote health and 
wellness.

ObjECTIvE 3: Raise 
awareness of parks and 
recreation programs of-
fered by the City.

ACTION 3.1: Promote broad 
awareness of the recreation 
opportunities offered in More-
no Valley through social media 
campaigns, email and mailed 
newsletters, word-of-mouth, 
posted flyers, paid advertise-
ments, and other forms of 
targeted outreach.

ACTION 3.2: Provide recre-
ation programs in a variety of 
locations to make participation 
convenient and accessible.

ACTION 3.3: Increase public 
awareness of youth programs 
in Moreno Valley through the 
development, maintenance, and 
promotion of a central directo-
ry of programs serving Moreno 
Valley youth.

ACTION 3.4: Increase youth 
program participation by ex-
panding the number of Teen 
SPOT’s available to low-income 
youth.

ObjECTIvE 4: Partner 
with public and private en-
tities to provide programs 
and services that support 
families and meet the di-
verse needs of community 
members of all ages, back-
grounds, and interests.

ACTION 4.1: Continue part-
nerships to provide access to 
aquatics programs, such as 
swim lessons and water aero-
bics classes.

ACTION 4.2: Develop partner-
ships with businesses, commu-
nity organizations, and non-prof-
its to supplement and sponsor 
City programs and events.
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4.5 INITIATIVE THREE: 

PLACEMAKING
Placemaking is a collaborative process that takes place between the government and community members 
to create public spaces that the community loves and feels connected to. Healthy placemaking ensures 
that the context of the local environment shines through the design and intent of the park or public space. 
The Placemaking Initiative encourages the celebration of community diversity, culture, local context, and 
history at parks and recreation facilities in Moreno Valley.  

ObjECTIvE 1: Foster 
the use of arts and culture 
in the parks and trail 
systems.

ACTION 1.1: Encourage public 
art that represents the history, 
heritage, culture, and identity of 
Moreno Valley.

ACTION 1.2: Continue to 
collaborate and support local 
artists and students to create 
local art. 

ACTION 1.3: Continue to utilize 
the Public Art Development 
Impact Fees to add art to public 
property throughout the city.

ACTION 1.4: Gather public and 
private resources for future 
funding that can support visual 
and performing arts, as well as 
cultural development goals and 
activities.

ACTION 1.5: Locate areas at 
City parks and trails for oppor-
tunities for art installations. 

ObjECTIvE 2: build 
a unique sense of place 
and pride in Moreno valley 
parks and trails.

ACTION 2.1: Create design 
guidelines for streetscape 
design, signage, lighting, and 
building materials.

ACTION 2.2: Design unique 
architectural elements or entry 
towers for key intersections, 
gateways, or park/trail en-
trances.

ACTION 2.3: Incorporate 
unique traits of Moreno Valley 
into park and trail identity.

ACTION 2.4: Integrate social 
gathering places such as plazas 
and amphitheaters into new 
and existing parks.

ACTION 2.5: Ensure new park 
amenities or features reflect 
the surrounding neighborhood 
character.

ObjECTIvE 3:  
Celebrate the history of 
Moreno valley.

ACTION 3.1: Recognize historic 
structures and sites in the city 
as historic places.

ACTION 3.2: Use historic arti-
facts as inspiration for place-
making items or themes at 
parks. 
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4.6 INITIATIVE FOUR 

MAINTENANCE
It is not possible to achieve a high-quality park and recreation system without a team of passionate mainte-
nance staff and an efficient maintenance system. Regularly maintained parks increase park use and overall 
community satisfaction. The Maintenance Initiative aims to increase the efficiency and skills of the park and 
recreation maintenance staff to increase the overall quality of parks. 

ObjECTIvE 1:  
Maintain high-quality 
parks and recreation 
facilities through better 
park maintenance and 
operations.

ACTION 1.1: The City should 
develop minimum service levels 
and standards for park mainte-
nance and develop a program to 
document them.

ACTION 1.2: Contracts for ser-
vices should use the minimum 
service levels as specifications 
for work.

ObjECTIvE 2: Invest 
in City parks by investing 
in City maintenance staff.

ACTION 2.1: Add a parks main-
tenance inspector for daily doc-
umentation and review of main-
tenance contract performance 
and to monitor maintenance 
needs throughout the city.

ACTION 2.2: Invest time for 
staff training on maintenance 
standards and specialty main-
tenance areas, such as irrigation 
management and playground 
inspection, to increase capac-
ity and skillsets and provide 
cross-coverage for maintenance 
operations.

ACTION 2.3: Add an additional 
parks maintenance staff mem-
ber to assist in diamond field 
maintenance.

ACTION 2.4: Additional sup-
port through contracted ser-
vices or an additional staff 
position (minimum 0.5 FTE) 
is necessary to maintain the 
potential seven new parks 
recommended in the following 
sections.

ObjECTIvE 3: Utilize 
modern technology to 
increase maintenance 
efficiency.

ACTION 3.1: Using City GIS 
data, procure and implement a 
computerized maintenance and 
asset management system to 
manage and regulate work and 
document coverage. 

ACTION 3.2: Integrate con-
tracted and in-house main-
tenance operations into this 
system to document needs and 
guide the City’s Parks Rehabil-
itation & Refurbishment Pro-
gram in the future.



MORENO VALLEY PARKS, COMMUNITY SERVICES & TRAILS MASTER PLAN DRAFT98

4.7 INITIATIVE FIVE: 

TRAILS AND 
CONNECTIVITY 

Providing a safe, comfortable, and convenient trails network between parks, schools, and residential areas is 
the key to making parks and facilities more accessible to the community. Residents are more likely to walk, 
bike, or ride their horses to these community facilities when there is a safe and pleasant route to do so. The 
Trails and Connectivity Initiative aims to give the City the means to create infrastructure to better connect 
residents to parks, improve the trail system in Moreno Valley, and promote active transportation.

ObjECTIvE 1: Explore 
opportunities to increase 
equestrian trails and ame-
nities.

ACTION 1.1: Ensure existing and 
future staging areas can ac-
commodate quality amenities 
(restrooms, parking, interactive 
kiosks, security cameras, way-
finding, etc.).

ACTION 1.2: Provide sufficient 
resources for the maintenance 
of trails and staging areas 
through a combination of grant 
funding, City resources, and 
volunteer efforts. 

ACTION 1.3: Work with com-
munity members to plan and 
develop trail infrastructure, such 
as enhanced crossings, closing 
gaps, lighting, and wayfinding.

ACTION 1.4: Explore installing a 
traffic signal at Redlands Bou-
levard and Locust Avenue for 
safer pedestrian and equestrian 
crossing.

ACTION 1.5: Coordinate with 
Riverside County to connect 
trails through Reche Canyon 
between the Sunnymead Ranch 
Staging Area and the Moreno 
Valley Equestrian Staging Area.

ACTION 1.6: Coordinate with 
public and private entities to 
link regional open spaces with a 
network of paths and trails, in-
cluding connections to Moreno 
Valley’s multi-use trail system. 
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ObjECTIvE 2: Enhance 
connections and entry 
points into parks, trails, 
and open spaces.

ACTION 2.1: Explore installing 
curb ramps and closing gaps 
along sidewalks within a quarter 
mile of parks, trails, and open 
spaces.

ACTION 2.2: Improve or create 
new access points to trails from 
neighborhoods, where appro-
priate.

ACTION 2.3: Expand Moreno 
Valley’s network of multi-use 
trails and provide connections 
from residential and commer-
cial areas.

ACTION 2.4: Incorporate 
wayfinding, entry monuments, 
security cameras, signage, and 
educational kiosks at trail entry 
points and staging areas to en-
courage trail use.

ACTION 2.5: Explore programs 
that connect equestrian riders 
to future multi-purpose trails 
within Moreno Valley.

ACTION 2.6: Consider adding 
ADA-accessible trails.

ObjECTIvE 3: Create 
walkable and bike-friend-
ly networks that lead to 
parks and trails.

ACTION 3.1: Provide more 
walking trails and enhance the 
existing trails to promote health 
and wellness.

ACTION 3.2: Implement traffic 
calming elements on streets 
that create a bicycle and pedes-
trian-friendly environment to 
trails and parks.

ACTION 3.3: Explore the po-
tential for off-street trails and 
non-motorized connections 
between parks and Moreno 
Valley’s existing multi-use trail 
system.

ACTION 3.4: Create a net-
work so that all residents of the 
future Downtown Center are 
within a half-mile walk of parks, 
trails, and open spaces.

ACTION 3.5: Work with inter-
ested community members and 
organizations to plan and devel-
op an exercise circuit that takes 
advantage of existing parks, 
trails, and other pedestrian in-
frastructure. The course should 
be clearly marked, and contain 
simple stations and diagrams 
for self-guided training. 

ACTION 3.6: Implement the 
multi-use trail recommenda-
tions from the City’s Bicycle 
Master Plan.

Photo credits to Moreno Valley Trailseekers
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4.8 INITIATIVE SIX: 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Passionate, innovative, and efficient City staff provide the park system with the tools it needs to be suc-
cessful. City staff perform essential administrative tasks that determine the success of programs, special 
events, parks, and facilities. The Administrative Initiative is intended to improve the effectiveness and ef-
ficiency of the City’s Parks and Community Services Department to better serve the needs of the growing 
community. 

ObjECTIvE 1: Increase 
overall community satis-
faction with the parks and 
recreation system. 

ACTION 1.1: Conduct park 
user and program participant 
satisfaction surveys quarterly 
or semi-annually to address 
issues and highlight successes 
promptly.

ObjECTIvE 2: Enhance 
the park user experience 
by considering infrastruc-
ture enhancements.

ACTION 2.1: Increase facility 
usage by installing lighting to 
allow for park use beyond day-
light hours. 

ACTION 2.2: Continue to im-
prove the overall maintenance 
program. This will allow for con-
tinuous improvement of equip-
ment, maintenance, and park 
cleanliness (i.e., establish jan-
itorial and maintenance plans 
to address issues promptly and 
consistently).

ObjECTIvE 3:  Develop 
partnerships to improve 
and expand access to 
parks and recreation 
facilities.

ACTION 3.1: Work with Moreno 
Valley Unified School District 
and Val Verde Unified School 
District to expand the shared 
use of parks and recreational 
facilities.

ACTION 3.2: Develop relation-
ships with local businesses, 
clubs, and organizations to 
seek funding, volunteers, and 
marketing support to expand 
programs and facilities.

ACTION 3.3: Recruit volunteers 
to help operate and run pro-
grams.

ACTION 3.4: Review current 
contacts with partners and seek 
out new public/private partner-
ships to enhance amenities.

ACTION 3.5: Identify partner-
ships with other organizations 
that can provide additional pro-
gramming space where needed.

ACTION 3.6: Update and ex-
pand joint-use agreements with 
local school districts.

ACTION 3.7: Generate partner-
ships with organizations that 
can help with park maintenance 
and clean-up.

ACTION 3.8: Evaluate land for 
potential purchase and re-pur-
posing as parkland.

ObjECTIvE 4: Staff 
appropriately to meet 
current demand and main-
tain established quality 
service.

ACTION 4.1: Align staffing lev-
els with future park, facility, and 
programming enhancements.

ACTION 4.2: Identify current 
performance standards.

ACTION 4.3: Assess the need 
for additional maintenance 
staff, program staff, and re-
sources at the seven potential 
new parks and other upgraded 
facilities.
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4.9 INITIATIVE SEVEN: 

FINANCIAL
The sustainable management of financial resources is critical to maintaining existing parks and facilities 
and developing new infrastructure. A healthy and well-balanced budget is the foundation of a well-operated 
and well-maintained park and recreation system and enables opportunities for future growth. The Financial 
Initiative provides the City with a set of actions to support long-term financial sustainability, as well as the 
expansion of Moreno Valley’s parks, facilities, and programs. 

ObjECTIvE 1:  Increase 
funding for parks and 
recreation facilities and 
programs.

ACTION 1.1: Leverage City 
funds to access grants for the 
construction and maintenance 
of parks and facilities from 
federal or state governments, 
philanthropic organizations, or 
private partners.

ACTION 1.2: Consider increas-
ing program user fees that 
coincide with the development 
of expanded programming.

ACTION 1.3: Investigate the 
feasibility of new park financ-
ing strategies, such as impact 
bonds or public-private partner-
ships that make strategic use of 
public investment for communi-
ty benefit.

ACTION 1.4: Utilize impact fees 
and CFDs to help fund existing 
park and facility renovations 
and new parks and facilities.

ACTION 1.5: Expand the use 
of grants and sponsorships to 
subsidize and offset costs of 
community benefit programs. 

ACTION 1.6: Evaluate the use 
of additional contracted ser-
vices for Cottonwood Golf Cen-
ter and other programs to allow 
for more cost-effective use of 
city resources. 

ACTION 1.7: Continue track-
ing NRPA, CRNA, OGALS, LWCF, 
CRPS, American Trails, and Edu-
cation in Arts for grants.

ACTION 1.8: Utilize NRPA’s 
Foundation Center for links to 
thousands of grant opportu-
nities, grant education, and 
training.

ObjECTIvE 2: Assess 
existing funding sources 
and structures to identify 
opportunities for improve-
ment.

ACTION 2.1: Periodically assess 
in-lieu parkland dedication fees, 
park improvement impact fees, 
and other fees and charges to en-
sure they are adequately provid-
ing for community need and are 
competitive within the region.

ACTION 2.2: Consider dedicat-
ing additional City funds to the 
maintenance of parks.

ACTION 2.3: Consider allo-
cating additional City funds 
towards community events 
and programming to encourage 
more community members to 
use the park system.

ACTION 2.4: Develop targeted 
cost recovery policies based on 
program areas (rentals 80-100%, 
youth sports 20-50%, etc.) 

ACTION 2.5: Continue to evalu-
ate existing fee levels on an an-
nual basis to allow for increased 
cost recovery. 

ACTION 2.6: Capture indirect 
costs when setting fees to allow 
for full cost recovery on programs. 

ACTION 2.7: Consider creating 
a parks and recreation-specific 
Impact fee applicable to residen-
tial projects to allow for a dedi-
cated capital funding source. 

ACTION 2.8: Explore the 
creation of CFD(s) for new park 
facilities being proposed to help 
offset general fund costs. 
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4.10 INITIATIVE EIGHT: 

SAFETY AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Developing the use of more technological resources at parks and facilities can help improve the overall park 
and recreation system. The Safety and Technology Initiative’s goal is to provide the City with actions to ad-
dress park safety concerns through the utilization of technology and park design best practices. 

ObjECTIvE 1: Develop 
and use technology within 
parks and recreation facil-
ities and programs.

ACTION 1.1: Offer video crime 
reporting services that allow 
residents to contact the More-
no Valley Police Department 
and interact with officers in real 
time.

ACTION 1.2: Facilitate install-
ment of advanced technology 
infrastructure for high-speed 
internet access and solar energy 
at parks.

ACTION 1.3: Continue the 
implementation of Wi-Fi tech-
nology, or Wi-Fi gardens, at all 
Moreno Valley parks.

ACTION 1.4: Increase the use 
of security cameras at parks 
and trailheads where safety 
concerns and other issues have 
been mentioned.

ACTION 1.5: Utilize blue light 
emergency phone towers at 
parks and trails that can pro-
vide communication in times of 
emergencies. 

ACTION 1.6: Develop digital 
methods to reach community 
members and increase aware-
ness of City programs and 
events (smartphone app, push 
notifications, etc.).

ObjECTIvE 2:            
Promote safety and secu-
rity at Moreno valley parks 
and recreation facilities.

ACTION 2.1: Collaborate with 
the Police Department to invest 
in strategically placed cameras 
to better promote a sense of 
security throughout the parks.

ACTION 2.2: Coordinate with 
the Police Department to 
increase the police presence 
throughout the parks, especially 
in areas where incidents and 
crime have been reported.

ACTION 2.3: Install time-con-
trolled or automatic lighting 
for better visibility and easily 
accessible emergency phones 
throughout parks and open 
spaces to increase safety.
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ObjECTIvE 3:              
Implement safety and 
accessibility design guide-
lines for parks and services.  

ACTION 3.1: Design new parks 
with natural surveillance fea-
tures, such as strategically plac-
ing physical features and activi-
ties to maximize the visibility of 
surrounding activity.

ACTION 3.2: Incorporate ADA 
accessibility at all parks and 
facilities.

ACTION 3.3: Establish and 
integrate safe and highly visible 
crosswalks, playgrounds, and 
bicycle access away from main 
streets.

ACTION 3.4: Incorporate veg-
etation and fencing as a buffer 
zone from vehicles. 

ObjECTIvE 4: Use 
park features to increase 
park safety.

ACTION 4.1: Increase lighting in 
all Moreno Valley Parks, paths, 
and low visibility areas.

ACTION 4.2: Maintain all park 
restroom facilities and install 
self-locking doors to reduce 
unauthorized use after hours.

ObjECTIvE 5: Offer 
opportunities for virtu-
al programs, events, and 
activities.

ACTION 5.1: Explore addi-
tional programs and activities 
that can be supported through 
virtual classes such as those 
in the City’s CLIC (Community 
Learning Internet Connectivity) 
initiative.

ACTION 5.2: Assess if any 
existing recreational programs 
can additionally be held as vir-
tual classes to reach a broader 
audience.

ObjECTIvE 6:           
Continue developing More-
no valley’s GIS databases.

ACTION 6.1: Continue to build 
the City’s GIS database for all of 
the City’s mapped parks, park 
amenities, and trails data.

ACTION 6.2: Continue working 
with the Police Department to 
collect and map crime data to 
monitor safety issues.
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4.11 FUTURE LEVEL OF SERVICE WITH EXISTING 
PARK SYSTEM
The population of Moreno Valley is projected to grow significantly by the year 2045 due to expected eco-
nomic growth and development, bringing physical and demographic changes to the city. The population is 
expected to grow by 29.7 percent to a total of about 266,800 and the number of employment opportunities 
is expected to nearly double, increasing from 35,500 to about 65,000. These changes will bring new needs 
to the City’s parks and recreation system. It is assumed that the new population will use the City’s exist-
ing parks and facilities, which will add demand to the existing park system. This section analyzes how the 
projected growth will impact the City’s parks and recreation system and identify where park acreage and 
amenity deficits are expected to increase.

4.11.2 FUTURE PARK 
AMENITY LEVEL OF 
SERVICE
Table 4-2 uses the 2045 popula-
tion projection to determine fu-
ture amenity surpluses and defi-
cits in the overall park system. 
Using the future population pro-
jections, all of the amenity defi-
cits increase. Table 4-2 assumes 
that the City does not add ad-
ditional park amenities between 
now and 2045. Every amenity will 
be in a deficit by the year 2045 if 
the City does not add new ame-
nities. This analysis highlights the 
need for additional park ameni-
ties at existing parks and for new 
parks to be more highly-ame-
nitized for more efficient use of 
space at parks. 

Section 4.13 of this chapter 
identifies potential opportunity 
areas at each park and recom-
mended amenities for each ex-
isting park site. 

4.11.1 FUTURE POPULATION-bASED LEVEL OF 
SERVICE
The projected population growth will also bring changes to the pop-
ulation LOS by the year 2045. If no new parks were to be added to 
the City’s park and recreation system by the year 2045, the park acres 
per 1,000 residents would decrease to -1.46 park acres per 1,000 res-
idents, leaving the City 389 park acres short of reaching its goal of 3 
park acres for every 1,000 residents (Table 4-1). The City will require 
additional parkland to address its current park deficit and to prepare 
for future population growth. 

2045 LOS ALL CITY PARKS 

Existing Park Acreage 411.16

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population 3.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2045) 1.54

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 1,000 
Population (2045) -1.46

Acres in Deficit  389.25 

Table 4-1: Future Population LOS
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LEVEL OF SERVICE FOR BOTH 
2021 AND 2045 POPULATION 

(208,371 EST. POP. CENSUS 2021, 
266,800 EST. POP. 2045 SCAG)
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Recreation Center 1  31,505  32,000 6.5 -5.5 8.3 -7.3

Community Center 2  55,270  55,300 3.8 -1.8 4.8 -2.8

Senior Center 1  58,200  58,200 3.6 -2.6 4.6 -3.6

Teen Center 1  108,280  108,000 1.9 -0.9 2.5 -1.5

Nature Center 0  -  98,000 2.1 -2.1 2.7 -2.7

Public Library 3  -  25,000 8.3 -5.3 10.7 -7.7
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Picnic Area (12+ People) 35  -  5,000 41.7 -6.7 53.4 -18.4

Playground (ages 6-12) 28  3,735  6,900 30.2 -2.2 38.7 -10.7

Playground/Tot Lot (ages 2-5) 15  12,435  12,500 16.7 -1.7 21.3 -6.3

Restroom Facility 23  -  7,400 28.2 -5.2 36.1 -13.1

Basketball 11  7,300  7,300 28.5 -17.5 36.5 -25.5

Volleyball 1  -  10,000 20.8 -19.8 26.7 -25.7

Tennis 10  4,346  4,300 48.5 -38.5 62.0 -52.0

Pickleball 0  -  8,000 26.0 -26.0 33.4 -33.4

Multi-use Courts (Tennis/Pickleball) 12 - 25,000 8.3 3.7 12.1 -0.1

Diamond Fields* 15  11,943  12,000 17.4 -2.4 22.2 -7.2

Rectangular Soccer Fields* 7  9,670  9,700 21.5 -14.5 27.5 -20.5

Football Fields 3  28,070  28,100 7.4 -4.4 9.5 -6.5

Multi-purpose Fields* 15  8,373  8,400 24.8 -9.8 31.8 -16.8

Splashpad/Water Play Feature 2  -  35,000 6.0 -4.0 7.6 -5.6

Swimming Pool 0  74,660  74,000 2.8 -2.8 3.6 -3.6

Equestrian Trail 5  -  26,000 8.0 -3.0 10.3 -5.3

Equestrian Staging Area 6  -  32,000 6.5 -0.5 8.3 -2.3

Skate Park 2  54,978  55,000 3.8 -1.8 4.9 -2.9

Pump Track 0  -  106,000 2.0 -2.0 2.5 -2.5

Amphitheater (built in seating/terrace) 1  -  42,000 5.0 -4.0 6.4 -5.4

Concession Stand 5  -  15,600 13.4 -8.4 17.1 -12.1

Golf Center 1  112,500  112,500 1.9 -0.9 2.4 -2.4

Community Garden 1  34,793  35,000 6.0 -5.0 7.6 -6.6

Dog Park 1  44,188  44,200 4.7 -3.7 6.0 -5.0

Walking Loop 14  -  5,300 39.3 -25.3 50.3 -36.3

Outdoor Exercise Area/Exercise Path 3  -  28,000 7.4 -4.4 9.5 -6.5

Table 4-2: 2021 and 2045 Amenity Level of Service 
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4.12 FUTURE PARK AND TRAIL RECOMMENDATIONS
Many areas throughout Moreno Valley are undeveloped, a unique and advantageous scenario for a city of 
this size. The following section identifies seven potential sites that can be developed into future parks. 
These sites are located on City-owned vacant properties or on properties slated for redevelopment. The 
sites vary in size, from 7 acres to 43 acres, but they have the opportunity to offer residents a variety of park 
amenities that can address the existing park access and amenity deficits discussed in Chapter 2. 

The City will need to develop individual park master plans to properly identify the challenges and opportu-
nities each site offers. Through this process, the City will be able to design community-driven park master 
plans that reflect the unique character of the neighborhood, address missing park amenities, recognize the 
importance of maintaining open space, and assess unique challenges such as the protection of wildlife, 
sensitive habitats, or historical resources.

4.12.1 PARK 
RECOMMENDATIONS
Park A - Marlborough Property - 
43.2 acres

This park site is located in the 
northern region of the city off Per-
ris Boulevard. This park site was 
previously identified in the More-
no Valley General Plan (2021) and 
could potentially add up to 43.2 
acres to the existing park system. 
The terrain at this site varies but 
provides a great opportunity to 
design a large,  passive park that 
has amenities and features such 
as trails, picnic areas, playgrounds, 
gardens, outdoor exercise equip-
ment, educational spaces, or hab-
itat restoration areas.

Park B - Moreno Valley Mall Re-
development Park - 5.52 acres

The existing Moreno Valley Mall 
is slated to undergo redevel-
opment in the future. This is an 
opportunity to design a park 
space that is approximately 5 
acres in size. A new park in this 
location would provide residents 
and shopping mall visitors a fun 
and unique recreation oppor-
tunity. Park amenities such as 
playgrounds, splash pads, picnic 
areas, or educational spaces can 
be incorporated. Redesigning 
shopping malls to include park 
elements has been a strategy 
many cities and developers have 

used in the past decade. This 
strategy has resulted in positive 
outcomes for both the owner of 
the site and the residents that 
get to spend time in these spac-
es.   

Park C - Ironwood Ave and Davis 
St - 12.8 acres

This site is located off Davis 
Street, just south of Ironwood 
Avenue. This 12.8-acre site could 
potentially provide a variety of 
new park amenities that would 
benefit the surrounding neigh-
borhood and the City at large. 
The terrain is relatively flat which 
allows for an easier approach 
to designing amenities such as 
sports courts and fields, play-
grounds, picnic areas, walking 
paths, a restroom building, and 
outdoor exercise equipment.

Park D - Alessandro Blvd and 
Day St / Edgemont - 8.2 acres

This City-owned vacant land is 
located off Alessandro Boulevard 
and Day Street. The surrounding 
neighborhood is one of the oldest 
in the City and residents current-
ly do not have access to a park 
that is within a half-mile. A new 
park in this neighborhood would 
provide residents access to ame-
nities such as a playground, pic-
nic areas, court sports, walking 
path, splash pad, or outdoor ex-
ercise equipment.

Park E - Cottonwood Ave and 
Perris Blvd - 9.24 acres

This park site is located off Cot-
tonwood Avenue, just east of 
Perris Boulevard. This 9.24-acre 
site can provide residents from 
the surrounding neighborhood 
access to a  variety of park ame-
nities such as a playground, pic-
nic areas, court sports, walking 
path, a couple of youth-sized 
sports fields, or outdoor exercise 
equipment. 

Park F - Morrison Park Expan-
sion - 7.0 acres

Developing the open land locat-
ed southwest of Morrison Park 
will help expand access to new 
amenities. Specific recommen-
dations are identified in Section 
4.13.13 of this chapter.

Park G  - Redlands Blvd and 
Brodiaea Ave - 8.19 acres

This site is located off Redlands 
Boulevard and Brodiaea Avenue. 
This 8.19-acre site is relative-
ly-flat, open space that would al-
low the City to design amenities 
such as sports courts, a couple of 
youth-sized fields, a playground, 
picnic areas, walking paths, a 
restroom building, and outdoor 
exercise equipment. Wayfinding 
and interpretive signage would 
also help residents learn about 
the surrounding open space and 
trail opportunities.
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Figure 4-1:  Potential Future Parks
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4.12.2 TRAIL 
RECOMMENDATIONS
The trails shown in Figure 4-2 are 
the proposed multi-use trails 
that build upon the City’s Bicycle 
Master Plan (BMP) (2014), MoVal 
2040 General Plan, Master Plan 
of Trails (2018), and World Logis-
tics Center Specific Plan (2014). 
Many of these proposed trails 
connect to existing parks and 
open space, providing addition-
al forms of transportation and 
helping close gaps in the existing 
trails network. 

The proposed trails are either 
paved Class 1 multi-use trails, 
such as the Juan Bautista de 
Anza, or natural surface trails 
that can be used by bicyclists, 
pedestrians and equestrians. 
Many of these trails are located 
near the perimeter of the City’s 
boundary and connect to re-
gional destinations such as Box 

Springs Mountain Reserve, Lake 
Perris Recreation Area, Riverside 
County open space, and the San 
Jacinto Wildlife Area. 

The recommended multi-use 
trails are meant to connect to 
other existing trails, such as the 
Juan Bautista de Anza trail, and 
to close gaps such as between 
Rancho Verde High School and 
Moreno Valley College along the 
perimeter of Lake Perris Recre-
ation Area. These types of trails 
could provide both recreational 
and commuting forms of travel 
for residents to enjoy.

The City and the surrounding area 
are home to unique resources and 
trails to these open spaces can 
showcase the local geology, land-
form, and habitats. For example, 
Box Springs Mountain Reserve 
provides incredible views of the 
region while Lake Perris provides 
access aquatic recreation. 

It is important to note a large 
open space area that is located 
in the northern area of the city. 
Donkeyland Rescue is a non-
profit organization that is dedi-
cated to protecting wild burros 
and their habitats. Their private 
property creates a large east-to-
west barrier for those wishing 
to connect to City destinations 
via trails. There have been pre-
vious attempts to develop na-
ture trails through this property 
that strike a balance between 
providing access to open space 
areas in Riverside County while 
protecting the goals of Donkey-
land Rescue. The City is encour-
aged to continue conversations 
with Donkeyland Rescue to de-
termine the best strategies to 
develop trails that respect each 
others’ initiatives.

The community engagement process allowed residents to identify trail-related priorities:

 » Increase warning signage and traffic calming for burro crossings
 » Implement the trails identified in the World Logistics Center Specific Plan
 » Connect trails from the northwest Moreno Valley into County open space
 » Develop a trail wayfinding program
 » Analyze adding a traffic signal at Redlands Boulevard and Locust Avenue
 » Analyze adding signalized equestrian crossings
 » Explore adding nature center or community garden in the northeast quadrant of the city

Photo credits to Moreno Valley Trailseekers
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Figure 4-2:  Recommended Trails and Trail Facilities
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4.13  OPPORTUNITY AREA ANALYSIS
Making efficient use of existing park space is incredibly important when designing or redesigning parks. This 
section identifies underutilized park areas within existing parks and suggests recommended amenities for 
these infill areas. If these recommendations were to be implemented, the City could help address amenity 
deficits identified in Chapter 2 and help fulfill additional needs identified by the community.

4.13.1 OPPORTUNITY AREAS ANALYSIS
The opportunity area analysis determines undeveloped or underuti-
lized areas within a park and suggests park amenities that can poten-
tially fit based on the square footage of the area. Each park with an 
opportunity area is shown alongside a table of potential amenities, 
supporting text, and a key map highlighting potential recommenda-
tions. The table identifies what kinds of amenities can approximately 
fit in the opportunity areas based on square footage and dimensions. 

The amenities with an “X” indicate a need based on park amenity defi-
cits and geographic distribution of park amenities identified in Chap-
ter 2. The amenities listed at the top of each table (highlighted with 
a star) are based on community input and the analysis completed in 
chapter two of this Plan. The City is encouraged to explore the best 
options for each park and is expected to use this section of the Plan 
as a guide to determine which amenities to design and construct over 
the next ten years. 

Parks with no opportunity areas and therefore not included in this 
analysis are Civic Center Amphitheater and Park, Fairway Park, Hidden 
Springs Passive Nature Park, Lasselle Sports Park, March Field Park, 
and Santiago Park.

Public Input on Opportunity Areas
Giving residents an opportunity to share their ideas for potential new 
park amenities at these opportunity areas was a priority during the 
community engagement process. Participants at the second work-
shop were given the opportunity to vote on their most desired ame-
nities. These votes were tallied and integrated into the final amenity 
recommendations for each opportunity area.
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RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
69,640

AREA 2: 
8,210

AREA 3:
5,450

Restrooms 400-1,000 x x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Outdoor Exercise Stations along walking path 500-2,000 x x
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Pickleball 1,800 x

Community 
Garden

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Youth Rectangular 
Soccer Field

Skate Park

Restrooms

Figure 4-3: Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-3: Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park Recommended Infill Amenities

4.13.2 ADRIENNE 
MITCHELL MEMORIAL 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Adrienne Mitchell Memorial Park 
is a neighborhood park located 
in the eastern area of the city. 
The existing amenities include 
a playground, tot-lot, basketball 
half-court, walking loop, group 
picnic area, and horseshoe pit. 
Although this park has sever-
al amenities already, there are 
spaces for additional amenities. 

There are three opportunity ar-
eas at this park: a large grassy 
area in the center of the park and 
two other areas on the south-
east corner of the park. Accord-
ing to votes at the second com-
munity workshop, the top five 
park amenities recommended 
at this park are restrooms, com-
munity garden, youth rectangu-
lar soccer field, outdoor exercise 
stations along the walking path, 
and a skate park. 



MORENO VALLEY PARKS, COMMUNITY SERVICES & TRAILS MASTER PLAN DRAFT112

Figure 4-4: Bay Side Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-4: Bay Side Park Recommended Infill Amenities

Existing playground recommended to be renovated & expanded with sepa-
rate playground (ages 6-12) and tot-lot play area

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
2,990

AREA 2: 
2,290

AREA 3:
5,890

AREA 4:
23,410

AREA 5:
6,330

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x
Restrooms 400-1,000 x x x x
Adventure Playground varies x x
Basketball 6,300 x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Pickleball 1,800 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Walking Loop varies x

Upgraded 
Playground 

Tot-lot 
Playground

Group picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Community 
Garden

Splashpad /    
Water Play Feature 

4.13.3 BAY SIDE 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Bay Side Park is adjacent to a 
grocery market and a residential 
neighborhood. It is a large rect-
angular park in the northwestern 
part of Moreno Valley. Existing 
amenities in the park include 
a playground, basketball half-
court, a walking trail through the 
park, a shaded picnic area, and 
an open grass area. 

Three opportunity areas at this 
park were identified: one in the 
western portion and two addi-
tional areas in the eastern and 
central portions of the park. The 
top five amenities recommend-
ed for the park are an upgrade to 
the existing playground, a tot-lot 
playground, larger group picnic 
areas, a community garden, and 
splashpads/water play features. 
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Figure 4-5: Bethune Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-5: Bethune Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
16,440

AREA 2: 
18,490

AREA 3:
32,330

Multi-Purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x

Basketball / Half-Court Basketball 6,300 x x x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x

Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x

Adventure Playground 1,500-4,000 x x

Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x

Volleyball 4,000 x x x

Pickleball 1,800 x x x

Multi-purpose Field Basketball

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Youth Rectangular 
Soccer Field

4.13.4 BETHUNE 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Bethune Park is located in the 
southern edge of Moreno Valley 
within a residential area and ad-
jacent to Mary McLeod Bethune 
Elementary. Included within the 
boundaries of the park are a 
snack bar, a playground, two ten-
nis courts, a shaded picnic area, 
a barbecue station, and a splash 
pad area. A joint-use agreement 
exists between the City and the 
Elementary School that allows 
public use of two baseball/soft-
ball fields adjacent to and sep-
arated from the park by a gate 
and a fence. 

The opportunity areas of the 
park are in its southernmost 
eastern and western portions. 
Based on community feedback, 
the four recommended ameni-
ties are a multi-purpose field, 
basketball half-court or full-sized 
court, outdoor exercise area, and  
youth rectangular soccer field. 
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Figure 4-6: Celebration Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-6: Celebration Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
25,490

AREA 2: 
28,940

AREA 3:
29,660

AREA 4:
23,260

Pickleball* 1,800* x x x x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x x

Full-Sized Basketball Court 6,300 x x x x

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x x x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x

Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x x

Adventure Playground varies x x x x

Volleyball 4,000 x x x x

Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x x x x

*Note: Pickleball is highly recommended at Celebration Park at Infill Area 3 due to 
its far proximity from residential areas, reducing the likelihood for noise complaints 
from residents. Additional parking may be necessary.

Pickleball Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Basketball Community 
Garden

4.13.5 CELEBRATION 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Located in the eastern side of 
Moreno Valley next to Landmark 
Middle School, Celebration Park 
offers amenities such as shaded 
picnic areas, a playground area, 
a basketball half-court, a splash 
pad, a large grassy open space, 
and a walking loop with picnic 
tables and seating areas. 

Four opportunity areas iden-
tified exist within the walking 
loop of the park. According to 
community workshop feedback, 
the  most desired amenities are 
a pickleball court, outdoor exer-
cise area, full-sized basketball 
court, and community garden.
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Figure 4-7: College Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-7: College Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
35,340

AREA 2: 
32,300

AREA 3:
28,000

Amphitheater/Outdoor Stage 6,000-11,000 x

Restrooms 400-1,000 x

Upgraded Playground 8,000-9,000 x

Parking Varies x x x

Amphitheater/ 
Outdoor Stage

Restrooms Upgraded 
Playground

Parking

4.13.6 COLLEGE 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
College Park is located on the 
east side of Moreno Valley, di-
rectly next to Moreno Valley 
Community College. It is a 25-
acre community park that offers 
a playground and a large grassy 
open space with two soccer 
fields. A segment of a natural 
surface multi-use trail also pass-
es along the southeast edge of 
the park.

Three opportunity areas were 
identified between existing 
amenities. Recommended ame-
nities for College Park include 
an amphitheater/outdoor stage, 
restrooms, an upgraded play-
ground, and a parking lot since  
it currently lacks parking. 
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Figure 4-8: El Potrero Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-8: El Potrero Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
39,680

AREA 2: 
20,460

  Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Walking Loop varies x
Basketball 6,300 x
Tennis 7,200 x x
Pickleball 1,800 x x
Additional Outdoor Exercise Stations 500-2,000 x x

Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Multi-purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350

Pedestrian connection improvements are recommend between 
El Potrero Park and Lasselle Sports Park

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people) 

Walking Loop

Basketball Pickleball Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Tennis

Upgraded 
Playground

4.13.7 EL POTRERO 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
El Potrero Park is a 15-acre com-
munity park located in the south 
end of the city near El Potrero 
Elementary and Bethune Park. 
The park is bisected by a canal 
but connected by a bridge that 
is part of the park’s existing 
walking path. Amenities at the 
park include four multi-purpose 
athletic fields, a soccer field, a 
playground, picnic tables with 
barbecues, fitness equipment,  
restrooms, and a walking path. 

Two opportunity areas were iden-
tified in the northeastern side of 
the park facing a residential area. 
The top amenities identified with 
the help of the community are an 
upgraded playground, group pic-
nic areas, walking loop, basket-
ball court, tennis court, pickleball 
court, and additional outdoor ex-
ercise stations. 
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Figure 4-9: Gateway Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-9: Gateway Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
34,910

AREA 2: 
84,100

AREA 3:
10,460

AREA 4:
11,420

Dog Park 43,000+ x
Basketball 6,300 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x x
Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x
Updated Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Youth Baseball 50,000-77,000 x
Youth Softball 35,000-50,000 x
Multi-purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x

Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Basketball Tennis

Skate Park Community Garden

Dog Park/ Dog Run

4.13.8 GATEWAY 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Gateway Park is located in a res-
idential neighborhood on the 
north end of the city. The park 
connects the neighborhood to 
Sunnymead Linear Park at the 
center of the city. Existing ame-
nities include a playground, large 
grassy open space lined with 
trees,  restroom, and picnic tables. 

Four opportunity areas were 
identified in the center and 
south side of the park. Recom-
mended amenities from public 
feedback are a dog park, basket-
ball court, tennis court, commu-
nity garden, skate park, and out-
door exercise area. 
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Figure 4-10: Hidden Springs Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-10: Hidden Springs Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
43,050

Walking Loop varies* x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x
Restrooms 400-1,000 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Pickleball 1,800* x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x
Basketball 6,300* x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x

Walking Loop Restrooms 

Tennis Pickleball Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people) 

4.13.9 HIDDEN 
SPRINGS PARK 
OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Hidden Springs Park is in a res-
idential neighborhood on the 
northern edge of the city, adja-
cent to Hidden Springs Elemen-
tary School. The park has a small 
grassy open space with two 
youth-sized backstops, a play-
ground that is to be renovated, 
and access to nearby trails. 

One opportunity area was identi-
fied close to the Hidden Springs 
Elementary School boundary. The 
recommended amenities desired 
by the community are a walking 
loop, group picnic areas, a re-
stroom building, tennis courts, 
pickleball courts, and an outdoor 
exercise area. 
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Figure 4-11: John F. Kennedy Memorial Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-11: John F. Kennedy Memorial Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
18,670

AREA 2: 
7,090

AREA 3:
27,450

AREA 4:
3,720

Basketball 6,300* x x

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x x

Pickleball 1,800* x x x

Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x x x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x

Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x

Adventure Playground varies x x x

Volleyball 4,000 x x

Walking Loop varies x

Basketball PickleballUpgraded 
Playground 

4.13.10 JOHN F. 
KENNEDY MEMORIAL 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
John F. Kennedy Memorial Park 
is a neighborhood park in the 
southern-central area of the 
city at the intersection of Indi-
an Street and John F. Kennedy 
Drive. The Riverside County Fire 
Station is located within the 
park. Park amenities include an 
adult baseball/softball field with 
lighting, open grassy areas, a play-
ground area, an outdoor exercise 
area, shaded picnic tables, and 
four illuminated tennis courts. 

Four opportunity areas were 
identified at the park with two 
areas along John F. Kennedy Drive 
and two along Indian Street. The 
amenities most desired by com-
munity members are a basketball 
court, pickleball courts, and an 
updated playground.
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Figure 4-12: Moreno Valley Community Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-12: Moreno Valley Community Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
5,190

AREA 2: 
42,800

AREA 3:
30,330

AREA 4:
30,520

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x
Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x x 1
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x x x
Pickleball 1,800* x x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x x
Tennis 7,200 x x x
Basketball 6,300* x x x x
Volleyball 4,000 x x x
Adventure Playground x x x x
Walking Loop varies* x

Basketball 

Group Picnic 
Areas 

Upgraded 
Playground 

Tot-lot 
Playground

Splashpad /    
Water Play 

Feature 

Pickleball Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Tennis

Volleyball 

4.13.11 MORENO 
VALLEY COMMUNITY 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Moreno Valley Community Park 
is a community park found on 
the central-west area of the city 
adjacent to Moreno Valley High 
School. The park currently has 
four lighted soccer fields, a play-
ground, picnic tables, a walking 
path, shaded picnic areas, and a 
skate park. 

Four opportunity areas were 
identified in the southern por-
tion of the park. Amenities de-
sired by community members 
include a group picnic area, an 
upgraded playground, a tot-lot 
playground, a splashpad/water 
play feature, outdoor exercise 
areas, pickleball courts, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, and 
volleyball courts.
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Figure 4-13: Moreno Valley Equestrian Park and Nature Center 
Opportunity Areas

Table 4-13: Moreno Valley Equestrian Park and Nature Center Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
1,300

AREA 2: 
1,300

AREA 3: 
43,500

AREA 4:
29,600

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x

Walking Loop varies x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x

Restrooms 400-1,000 x x x x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x

Overnight Horse Camping Area varies x x

New permanent restroom building recommended

TrailsRestrooms

Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Overnight Horse 
Camping Area

Group Picnic 
Areas

4.13.12 MORENO 
VALLEY EQUESTRIAN 
PARK AND 
NATURE CENTER 
OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Moreno Valley Equestrian Park 
and Nature Center is a 45-acre 
special use facility located in the 
northeast corner of the city. The 
equestrian park within the park 
contains an arena and pens. The 
park also includes Hound Dog 
Park, which contains a dog park 
with separated areas for small 
and larger dogs, as well as some 
agility equipment.

Four opportunity areas exist in 
the park. Recommended ameni-
ties include equestrian trails and 
connections to outside trails, 
group picnic areas, restrooms, 
outdoor exercise areas, and an 
overnight horse camping area 
for visitors traveling to Moreno 
Valley for events at the equestri-
an park. The City is also encour-
aged to explore adding a nature 
center building as suggested in 
previous planning efforts.
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Figure 4-14: Morrison Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-14: Morrison Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1*: 
171,600

AREA 2*: 
41,200

AREA 3:
11,960

AREA 4*:
50,520

*Dog Park 43,000+
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x x x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x
Playground 4,000-8,000 x x x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x x
*Pump Track varies x x x
Walking Loop varies x
Basketball 6,300 x x x x
Volleyball 4,000 x x x
Tennis 7,200 x x x
Pickleball 1,800 x x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies* x x x x

Group Picnic 
Areas

Pump Track

Skate Park Upgraded 
Playground 

Tot-lot 
Playground

Walking
 Loop

Dog Park

Basketball Volleyball Tennis Pickleball

4.13.13  MORRISON 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Morrison Park is at the heart of 
Moreno Valley and along the 
same street as Mountain View 
Middle School and Valley View 
High School. The park’s primary 
use is as a baseball/softball park 
as it offers baseball/softball 
fields, restrooms, a snack bar, 
picnic tables with barbecues, 
and a large grassy area next to 
the fields. 

Four opportunity areas were 
identified at the park. Com-
munity feedback was used to 
develop the following recom-
mended amenities: a dog park 
(being considered by the City), a 
skate park, a group picnic area, 
a playground, a tot-lot play-
ground, a pump track, a walk-
ing loop, a basketball court, a 
volleyball court, a tennis court, 
and a pickleball court. Areas 
one, two, and four offer great 
potential for a pump track due 
to their varied terrain.

*City considering a dog park in this is area Note: Pump track being planned 
for southern expansion of this park.

Potential Future 
Dog Park
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Figure 4-15: Patriot Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-15: Patriot Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
6,488

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x

Basketball Half-Court 3,600-6,000 x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x

Dog Park / Dog Run 8,000-50,000 x

Volleyball 4,000 x

Pickleball 1,800 x

Outdoor 
Exercise Area

Basketball 
Half-Court

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

4.13.14 PATRIOT 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Patriot Park is a mini park locat-
ed on the south side of the city. 
Amenities include a walking path 
around the perimeter of the park 
and a playground area. 

The infill opportunity area anal-
ysis helped pinpoint an oppor-
tunity area on the west half of 
the park. Community feedback 
indicated that the top three 
desired are an outdoor exercise 
area, a basketball half-court, and 
a group picnic area. The infill op-
portunity area is fairly small, but 
offers a great opportunity to re-
duce the city’s basketball amen-
ity deficit and geographic gap by 
adding one at this park. 
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Figure 4-16: Parque Amistad Opportunity Areas

Table 4-16: Parque Amistad Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
22,770

Tennis 7,200 x

Pickleball 1,800 x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x

Basketball 6,300 x

Restrooms 400-1,000 x

Adventure Playground varies x

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x

Walking Loop varies x

Tennis Pickleball Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Group Picnic 
Areas 

Basketball 

4.13.15 PARQUE 
AMISTAD 
OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Parque Amistad is a passive 
neighborhood park with ba-
sic amenities located in the 
southeast area of Moreno Val-
ley. Existing amenities include 
a playground, a picnic area, two 
basketball half-courts, and a 
softball/baseball backstop. 

One opportunity area was iden-
tified on the west side of the 
park along Caballo Road. Recom-
mended amenities include a ten-
nis court, a pickleball court, an 
outdoor exercise area, group pic-
nic areas, and a basketball court.
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Figure 4-17: Pedrorena Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-17: Pedrorena Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
14,940

AREA 2: 
48,670

AREA 3:
7,640

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x x
Dog Park / Dog Run 8,000-50,000 x
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x x
Volleyball 4,000 x x x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Multi-purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x
Pickleball* 1,800 x x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x
Adventure Playground x x x
Youth Baseball 50,000-77,000 x
Youth Softball 35,000-50,000 x
Walking Loop varies x

Upgraded 
Playground 

Tot-lot 
Playground

Splashpad /    
Water Play 

Feature 

Dog Park / 
Dog Run

Skate Park

Multi-purpose 
Field

Volleyball PickleballYouth Rectangular 
Soccer Field 

4.13.16 PEDRORENA 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Pedrorena Park is located in the 
southeast part of the city and 
contains active and passive 
recreational amenities. Active 
recreational amenities include 
a basketball court, four tennis 
courts, a playground area, and 
an open grassy area with a base-
ball/softball backstop. Passive 
amenities include two picnic ar-
eas with barbecue grills.

Three opportunity areas were 
identified in the north and 
southwestern areas of the park. 
The amenities most desired by 
workshop participants are an 
upgraded playground, a tot-lot 
playground, splashpad/water 
play feature, a dog park/dog run, 
a skate park, a volleyball court, a 
youth rectangular soccer field, a 
multi-purpose field, and a pick-
leball court.
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Figure 4-18: Ridge Crest Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-18: Ridge Crest Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
49,940

AREA 2: 
9,276

Multi-purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x
Basketball 6,300 x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Pickleball 1,800 x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x
Adventure Playground varies x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Youth Baseball 50,000-77,000 x
Youth Softball 35,000-50,000 x

Community 
Garden

Multi-purpose 
Field

Group Picnic 
Area

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Basketball Volleyball 

Tennis Pickleball

4.13.17 RIDGE CREST 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Ridge Crest Park is a neighbor-
hood park located on the east 
side of the city next to Ridge 
Crest Elementary School. Ex-
isting amenities include a play-
ground, restrooms, picnic areas 
with barbecues, and an open 
grassy area with a baseball/soft-
ball backstop. 

Two opportunity areas were 
identified. One is adjacent to 
Ridge Crest Elementary School 
and the other is along John F. Ken-
nedy Drive. Recommended ame-
nities include a multi-purpose 
field, a basketball court, group 
picnic areas, a volleyball court, a 
tennis court, a pickleball court, a 
community garden, and an out-
door exercise area. 
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Figure 4-19: Rock Ridge Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-19: Rock Ridge Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
5,670

AREA 2: 
3,890

AREA 3:
7,030

AREA 4:
3,810

Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x x

Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x

Adventure Playground varies x x x x

Restrooms 400-1,000 x x

Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x x

Pickleball 1,800 x x

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Splashpad /    
Water Play Feature 

4.13.18 ROCK RIDGE 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Rock Ridge Park is located in a 
residential neighborhood on the 
northeastern side of Moreno 
Valley. Park amenities include a 
playground area, two shaded pic-
nic areas, one non-shaded picnic 
area, and a walking trail that con-
nects the south and north por-
tions of the park. This park also 
provides an entrance to the Cold 
Creek Trail, which leads to the 
neighborhood hilltop.

The opportunity areas identified 
are located in four quadrants 
of the park in existing grassy 
open-areas. This park is fairly 
new and existing amenities are 
in great condition. As a result, 
only a few amenity recommen-
dations were identified. Rec-
ommended amenities include 
a splashpad/water play feature 
and an outdoor exercise area. 



MORENO VALLEY PARKS, COMMUNITY SERVICES & TRAILS MASTER PLAN DRAFT128

Figure 4-20: Shadow Mountain Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-20: Shadow Mountain Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
20,130

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x

Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x

Adventure Playground varies x

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Splashpad /    
Water Play Feature 

4.13.19 SHADOW 
MOUNTAIN PARK 
OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Shadow Mountain Park is a 
community park located on 
the northern boundary of the 
city. Park amenities include two 
youth softball fields with lights, 
a baseball/softball field that is 
converted for soccer use during 
the off-season, a large play-
ground with a zip line area, and a 
tot-lot. Other amenities include 
a shaded picnic area with bar-
becues, a restroom, and a long 
walking loop along the perimeter 
of the park. 

Since the park already has a 
great variety of amenities, just 
one opportunity area was iden-
tified. Future amenities to con-
sider  in this area include an 
outdoor exercise area, a group 
picnic area, and a splashpad/
water play feature. 
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Figure 4-21: Sunnymead Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-21: Sunnymead Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
30,610

AREA 2: 
10,150

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Basketball 6,300 x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Upgraded/Updated Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Tennis 7,200 x
Pickleball 1,800 x
Walking Loop varies x

Community 
Garden

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Basketball 

4.13.20 SUNNYMEAD 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Sunnymead Park is a community 
park located near the center of 
the city. The park is bisected by 
a flood control channel, but con-
nected by a pedestrian bridge. 
Even though the park is mostly 
used for its four lighted baseball 
fields, the park has other ameni-
ties, including a playground, pic-
nic areas with barbecues, con-
cession stands, and restrooms.

Two opportunity areas were 
identified at the northwest side 
of the park. Amenities to be con-
sidered include a community 
garden, an outdoor exercise area, 
group picnic areas, and a basket-
ball court. Community gardens 
are recommended here due to 
community need and proximity 
to multi-family housing where 
residents may not have access 
to private outdoor space for a 
garden. Moreno Valley currently 
lacks basketball courts, which is 
why one is recommended here.  
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Figure 4-22: TownGate Memorial Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-22: TownGate Memorial Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
33,640

AREA 2: 
11,540

AREA 3:
11,270

AREA 4:
12,540

AREA 5:
14,420

*Dog Park 43,000+ x x x x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x x x
Basketball 6,300 x x
Volleyball 4,000 x x
Tennis 7,200 x x
Group Picnic Areas 500-1,500 x x x x x
Pickleball 1,800 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x x
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x x

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Splashpad /    
Water Play Feature 

Basketball Volleyball 

Tennis

Potential Future 
Dog Park

*City considering a dog park in this is area

Pickleball

Dog Park / 
Dog Run

4.13.21 TOWNGATE 
MEMORIAL PARK 
AND TOWNGATE II 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
TownGate Memorial Park and 
TownGate II Park are combined 
to form a community park on 
the northwest side of the city. 
Park amenities include a com-
munity center, two playground 
areas, softball/baseball fields, 
soccer fields converted for soft-
ball/baseball use during the 
off-season, picnic areas with 
barbecues, and a walking loop. 
The park also has a walking and 
biking path that connects to 
the  Juan Bautista de Anza Trail. 

Five opportunity areas were 
identified in the northeast, 
southeast, and southwest areas 
of the park. Desired amenities in-
clude a dog park (being consid-
ered by the City), a splashpad/ 
water play feature, a basketball 
court, a volleyball court, a tennis 
court, additional group picnic ar-
eas, and a pickleball court.
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Figure 4-23: Victoriano Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-23: Victoriano Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
15,620

AREA 2: 
7,380

Basketball 6,300 x x
Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x
Adventure Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Walking Loop varies x
Volleyball 4,000 x x
Tennis 7,200 x x
Pickleball 1,800 x x

Group Picnic 
Area

Tot-lot 
Playground

Basketball Upgraded 
Playground 

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

4.13.22 VICTORIANO 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Victoriano Park is a passive 
neighborhood park in the south-
east side of Moreno Valley next 
to Victoriano Elementary School. 
The only amenities at this park 
are a multi-purpose field and re-
strooms.

Two opportunity areas were iden-
tified near the center of the park. 
Based on feedback from com-
munity members, the most de-
sired amenities include a basket-
ball court, a playground, a tot-lot 
playground, group picnic areas, 
and an outdoor exercise area.
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Figure 4-24: Vista Lomas Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-24: Vista Lomas Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
24,920

AREA 2: 
6,280

Walking Loop varies x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x
Pickleball 1,800 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Upgraded Playground 4,000-8,000 x
Adventure Playground varies x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x
Restrooms 400-1,000 x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Walking
 Loop

Pickleball Youth Rectangular 
Soccer Field 

4.13.23 VISTA LOMAS 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Vista Lomas Park is neighbor-
hood park on the east side of the 
city. The park has two basketball 
half-courts, a playground area 
for ages 2-5 and 5-12 years old, 
and an open grassy area with 
backstops. 

Two opportunity areas were  
identified along Iris Avenue. Rec-
ommended amenities include 
a walking loop, an outdoor ex-
ercise area, group picnic areas, 
a pickleball court, and a youth 
rectangular soccer field. 
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Figure 4-25: Westbluff Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-25: Westbluff Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
13,730

AREA 2: 
52,500

*Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x
Pickleball 1,800 x x
Volleyball 4,000 x
Basketball 6,300 x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x
Adventure Playground varies x x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Tennis 7,200 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Youth Baseball 50,000-77,000 x
Youth Softball 35,000-50,000 x

Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Skate Park

Basketball

Pickleball Volleyball 

4.13.24 WESTBLUFF 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Westbluff Park is a small neigh-
borhood park located in the 
north part of the city between 
Vista Heights Middle School 
and Canyon Springs High 
School. The park contains a 
playground, picnic areas with 
barbecues, and a walking path. 

Two opportunity areas were 
identified are on the east and 
west sides of the park. The ame-
nities desired by the community 
members through the planning 
process are a skate park (being 
considered by the City), a pick-
leball court, a volleyball court, a 
basketball court, and an outdoor 
exercise area.
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Figure 4-26: Weston Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-26: Weston Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
11,280

AREA 2: 
67,940

Upgraded/Updated Playground 4,000-8,000 x x
Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x
Dog Park 43,000+ x
Skate Park 12,000-18,000 x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x
Youth Rectangular Soccer Field 4,500-28,350 x
Multi-purpose Field 30,000-95,000 x
Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x
Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x
Adult Rectangular Soccer Field 65,000-85,000 x
Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x
Walking Loop varies x
Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x
Restrooms 400-1,000 x x
Adventure Playground varies x x
Volleyball 4,000 x

Skate ParkUpgraded 
Playground 

Tot-lot 
Playground

Dog Park / 
Dog Run

Community 
Garden

Youth Rectangular 
Soccer Field 

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Multi-purpose 
Field

4.13.25 WESTON 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Weston Park is a neighborhood 
park located on the northeast 
side of the city and is near Bear 
Valley Elementary School, Butter-
field Language Academy, Valley 
View High School, and Moreno 
Elementary School. The park of-
fers a large variety of amenities, 
including a full basketball court, a 
playground area, a picnic area, a 
walking path, and restrooms. 

Two opportunity areas were 
identified as having the poten-
tial to further enhance the park.  
The top recommended ameni-
ties include an upgrade to the 
existing playground, a tot-lot 
playground, a dog park, a skate 
park, a community garden, a 
youth rectangular soccer field, a 
multi-purpose field, and a group 
picnic area. 
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Figure 4-27: Woodland Park Opportunity Areas

Table 4-27: Woodland Park Recommended Infill Amenities

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES FOR INFILL TYPICAL SF AREA 1: 
13,050

AREA 2: 
10,090

AREA 3:
16,560

AREA 4:
7,950

AREA 5:
17,410

AREA 6:
12,240

AREA 7:
14,240

Group Picnic Areas (12+ people) 500-1,500 x x x x x x x

Full-Sized Basketball Court 6,300 x x x

Outdoor Exercise Area 500-2,000 x x x x x x x

Community Garden 3,000-12,000 x x x x x x x

Volleyball 4,000 x x x x

Pickleball 1,800 x x x x

Adventure Playground varies x x x x x x x

Splashpad / Water Play Feature 800-4,000 x x x

Tot-lot Playground (ages 2-5) 1,500-4,000 x x x

Walking Loop varies x

Group Picnic 
Areas (12+ people)

Basketball Outdoor 
Exercise Area 

Community 
Garden

Volleyball Pickleball

4.13.26 WOODLAND 
PARK OPPORTUNITY 
ANALYSIS
Woodland Park is a communi-
ty park found in the center of 
Moreno Valley. Park amenities in-
clude two separate playground 
areas for people of ages 2-5 and 
5-12 years old, a lighted softball 
field, four tennis courts with 
pickleball courts overlaid on the 
tennis courts, four basketball 
half-courts, a walking path, an 
area with chess tables, and re-
strooms.

Seven opportunity areas were 
identified around the perime-
ter of the park. While the park 
already offers a variety of ame-
nities, it still has potential to 
add more to meet community 
needs. The most desired ameni-
ties include group picnic areas, 
a full-sized basketball court, an 
outdoor exercise area, a com-
munity garden, volleyball courts, 
and pickleball courts.
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2045 LOS ALL CITY PARKS 

Existing Park Acreage 411.16

Potential Future Park Acreage 94.15

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population 3.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2045) 1.89

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 1,000 
Population (2045) -1.11

Acres in Deficit  296.00

Table 4-28: Future Population LOS with Recommended Park Projects

4.14 POTENTIAL FUTURE LEVEL OF SERVICE WITH 
RECOMMENDED PROJECTS
It is important to evaluate how the potential new park sites can affect the level of service analysis described 
in Chapter 2. The following section analyzes the improvements to both the population-based level of ser-
vice and the geographic level of service for the projected 2045 population. Although these improvements 
do not completely fulfill the park level of service goals previously outlined, they do have the potential to 
make a significant impact to the City’s parks and recreation system.

4.14.1 FUTURE POPULATION LOS WITH RECOMMENDED NEW PARKS
The proposed seven park sites would bring an additional 94 acres which would help decrease the projected 
park acre deficit in 2045 from 389 acres to 296 acres. This would also bring the City to a 1.89 park acres for 
every 1,000 residents status, as shown in Table 4-3. 

Future Geographic LOS
Figure 4-28 displays the seven 
potential new parks, the existing 
park system, and the half-mile 
travelsheds for both the exist-
ing and potential future parks. 
This map shows that the seven 
potential new parks will help fill 
several geographic travelshed 
gaps in the western, northern, 
eastern, and central areas of 
Moreno Valley. The potential new 
park travelsheds are displayed 
as an orange shade and the ex-
isting travelsheds are displayed 
as light green shade on the map. 
Although the seven new parks 
do make a positive impact, there 
are several more geographic 
gaps that the City will need to 
continue to focus on. The City is 
encouraged to pursue purchas-
ing additional land for new parks 
in these gap areas. 
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Figure 4-28:  Potential Future Parks Travelsheds
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1318

City Boundary Half-Mile Distance

Hound Town Dog Park Moreno Valley Equestrian Park1813 Rock Ridge Park25

25

34

25

19

Figure 4-29:  Park Priority Area: Northeast

Figure 4-30: Park Priority Area: Central-east

4.15 FUTURE PARK PRIORITY AREAS
The following section describes Park Priority Areas throughout the city. These areas are located within the 
remaining geographic level of service gaps that require the City to do more detailed analyses. The maps 
represented in Figure 4-29 through Figure 4-32 highlight the general location of undeveloped sites that the 
City would need to evaluate further. 

Community members at the third public workshop were asked what types of park facilities they would like 
to see added in these priority areas and if there were any specific properties they would like the City to de-
velop into a park. 

Rock Ridge Park25 Weston Park34Morrison Park19
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City Boundary Half-Mile Distance

4

20

32

35

Celebration Park4Parque Amistad   20 Vista Lomas Park Woodland Park32 35

8 15

22

14

El Potrero Park John F. Kennedy Memorial Park Lasselle Sports Park 8 14 15 Pedrorena Park22

Figure 4-31: Park Priority Area: Central

Figure 4-32:  Park Priority Area: Southwest

Community feedback included the desire for additional facilities such as a new library, performing arts cen-
ter, amphitheaters, a museum as well as park spaces such as a wilderness park, a nature center, passive 
park spaces, and trails with outdoor fitness areas. The City is encouraged to continue to search for new park 
and facility opportunities in these priority areas. The City may consider purchasing vacant land from private 
owners or creating partnerships / joint-use agreements to bring new park access to the residents.
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4.16 IMPLEMENTATION GOALS
The following section outlines short, mid, and long-term goals the City can explore to improve the parks and 
recreation system. They are based on the feedback collected from the community as well as the initiatives 
discussed earlier in this chapter.

Short-Term Goals
Short-term project goals are those that can typically be implemented 
within a one to two-year time frame. 

 » Improve park safety and security by adding items such as lighting, 
new fencing, or security cameras.

 » Replace play equipment that has been identified in poor condition.
 » Identify all sports fields maintenance needs and implement low to 

mid-cost renovations such as fencing, seating areas, or small areas of 
surface replacements (sod or decomposed granite).

 » Identify and add low-cost passive park amenities such as picnic ta-
bles, bench seating, community gardens, or small walking paths.

 » Conduct a study to analyze intersection improvements for trails and 
equestrian users as well as where to add animal crossing signage.

 » Identify four locations for new dog parks (no less than 1-acre in size)
 » Offer additional recreation programs and classes that surpass 100% 

registrations such as: Dance Exploration, Summer Youth and Teen Bas-
ketball, Valley Day Camp (11-14), CYSC All Stars Cheer, Valley Day Camp 
(7-8), Ballet/Acro, Winter Youth and Teen Basketball, and Art Expression. 

Passive Amenities

Field Maintenance

Dog Parks

Park Master Plans

Shaded Amenities

Court Sports

Multi-use Paths

Mid-Term Goals
Mid-term project goals are those that can typically be implemented 
within a two to five-year time frame. 

 » Develop individual park master plans to help identify low to mid-cost 
park amenities (i.e. picnic areas, playgrounds and playground surfac-
ing, or shade over existing playgrounds).

 » Identify and add shade (trees or structure) to key amenities such as 
playgrounds, picnic areas, and grouped exercise stations.

 » Identify all sports fields maintenance needs and implement mid to 
high-cost renovations such as lighting, large seating areas (bleachers) 
or large areas of sod/artificial turf enhancements. 

 » Design and install basketball, volleyball, tennis, and pickleball courts 
to help address the City’s deficits identified in Chapter 2.

 » Develop an aquatics center master plan to identify the location and 
amenities a large aquatics center can offer.

 » Design and construct up to four new dog parks.
 » Design and install multi-use trails that help close gaps between exist-

ing trailheads or provide direct access between destinations such as 
schools, parks, and commercial centers.

 » Perform a detailed facility and asset conditions assessment to deter-
mine deferred maintenance.

 » Conduct a feasibility study to identify private sites that can be pur-
chased and converted to park land. 
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Long-Term Goals
Long -term project goals are those that can typically be implemented 
within a five to ten-year time frame. 

 » Purchase private land to construct new park sites identified earlier in 
this Chapter.

 » Construct a new multi-purpose recreation/teen center that offers 
spaces such as a large gymnasium for indoor basketball/volleyball/
pickleball, community rooms, rentable banquet spaces, exercise 
equipment rooms, quiet rooms for school work, and passive outdoor 
spaces such as picnic areas and gardens.

 » Construct a new senior center that offers spaces such as game rooms, 
lounges, cafeteria, recreation rooms, and other multi-purpose rooms.

 » Construct an aquatics center to help meet community demands of 
pool programs.

 » Construct a large sports complex that includes baseball, softball, and 
multi-purpose rectangular fields to help address the City’s deficits 
identified in Chapter 2.

 » Construct a wilderness park that focuses on passive park amenities 
and experiences such as trails, picnic areas, nature playgrounds, gar-
dens, habitat restoration areas, small amphitheaters, interpretive 
signage, and a small multi-purpose building that contains community 
rooms for people to gather.

 » Continue making improvements to the Equestrian Center such as 
trails, restrooms, or a nature center building that houses community 
meeting spaces.

 » Coordinate with the Library Services Department to identify a loca-
tion for a new larger library that offers a variety of indoor spaces that 
can supplement recreation programming needs.

Aquatic Center

Nature Center

New Larger 
Senior Center

New Recreation/
Youth Center

New Larger 
Library
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4.17 FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS
The following section describes potential federal, state, regional, and local funding sources that can be 
pursued to advance the recommendations in the Plan. The funding sources vary in purpose and scope, but 
are intended to help an agency implement parks, recreation, and trails projects and programming. Table 
4-29 includes information on the funding sources, a general description of the program, funding cycle, and 
project examples.

FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

FEDERAL PROGRAMS

1
Highway Safety 
Improvement 
Program

Federal 
Highway 
Administration 
/Caltrans

The Highway Safety 
Improvement Program funds 
work on any public road or 
publicly owned bicycle or 
pedestrian pathway or trail, or 
on tribal lands for general use of 
tribal members, that improves 
the safety for its users. 

Every 
1 to 2 
years

X X

• Install hybrid 
pedestrian signals at 
trail crossings 
• Install RRFBs at 
locations adjacent 
to parks, trails, and 
schools

2

Reconnecting 
Communities 
and 
Neighborhoods 
Grant Program

U.S. 
Department of 
Transportation

The Reconnecting Communities 
and Neighborhoods Program 
provides grant opportunities to 
redress the legacy of harm from 
transportation infrastructure 
including: construction-related 
displacement, environmental 
degradation, limited access to 
goods and services, degraded 
public health due to air and noise 
pollution, limited opportunities 
for physical activity, and 
hampered economic vitality of 
the surrounding community. 

Annual 
(through 
2026)

X X X

• Study for the 
removal, retrofit 
or mitigation of 
a transportation 
facility that acts as a 
barrier to community 
connectivity
• Replacement 
or mitigation of 
a transportation 
barrier with a linear 
park and trail

STATE PROGRAMS

3
Boat Launching 
Facilities Grant 
Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Boat Launching Facility 
Grant Program provides 
funding to local government 
agencies for the construction 
or improvement of boat 
launching facilities. Grants can 
be used for costs associated 
with engineering, construction, 
inspections, and permits.

Annual X

Construction or 
improvement of:
• Boat launching 
ramps
• Restrooms
• Boarding floats
• Shore protection
• Parking lots
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

4
Coastal 
Conservancy 
Grant Program

State of 
California 
Coastal 
Conservancy

The Coastal Conservancy 
funds a wide variety of projects 
along the California coast, 
San Francisco Bay, and in 
coastal watersheds to increase 
availability of beaches, parks and 
trails for the public, protect and 
restore natural lands and wildlife 
habitat, preserve working 
lands, and increase community 
resilience to the impacts of 
climate change.

Ongoing X X X X

• Provide coastal 
experiences for 
communities who 
face barriers to 
coastal access
• Build a regional trail 
increasing coastal 
access
• Enhance coastal 
recreational 
amenities, such 
as restrooms, 
parking, picnic areas, 
interpretive centers, 
shade structures, 
etc.

5
Habitat 
Conservation 
Fund Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Habitat Conservation 
Fund provides funding to 
protect fish, wildlife, and native 
plant resources; to acquire or 
develop wildlife corridors and 
trails; and to provide for nature 
interpretation programs and 
other programs which bring 
urban residents into park and 
wildlife areas.

Annual X X X

• Build new trails
• Rehabilitate 
existing trails
• Install interpretive 
trail elements
• Install seating or 
lighting along trails
• Develop 
educational or 
interpretive activities 
or trips

6

Land and 
Water 
Conservation 
Fund

National 
Park Service/ 
California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Land and Water 
Conservation is a federal 
National Park Service grant 
program administered by the 
California Department of Parks 
and Recreation. The program 
provides funding for the 
acquisition or development 
of land to conserve 
irreplaceable lands and to 
create new outdoor recreation 
opportunities for the health 
and wellness of Californians.

Annual X X

• Land acquisition 
for a new park, 
an existing 
park expansion, 
a wildlife 
corridor with 
public viewing 
and outdoor 
recreational 
use, and/or a 
recreational/active 
transportation 
corridor
• Development of 
recreation features 
and amenities 
for outdoor 
recreation

7

Non-
Motorized 
Boat 
Launching 
Facility Grant 
Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Statewide Non-Motorized 
Boat Launching Facility Grant 
Program provides funding 
to create or improve public 
non-motorized boating access. 
Grants can be used for costs 
associated with engineering, 
construction, inspections, and 
permits.

Annual X

Construction or 
impovement of:
• Small, hand-
launched boat 
ramps
• Small parking 
lots
• Restrooms

* INF - Infrastructure     PLN - Planning and Design     PGM - Programming     TRL - Trails
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

8
Outdoor 
Equity Grants 
Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Outdoor Equity Grants 
Program provides funding 
to improve the health and 
wellness of Californians 
through new educational and 
recreational activities, service 
learning, career pathways, 
and leadership opportunities 
that strengthen a connection 
to the natural world. The 
program funds the creation, 
operation, and transportation 
costs of outdoor programs in 
underserved communities. 

Annual X

• Programs 
must include 
both community 
activities AND 
trips to natural 
areas.
• Community 
activities 
can include 
environmental 
education, nature 
discovery walks, 
and more.
• Natural area 
trips can include 
traveling to a 
regional, state, 
national park, 
tribal land, river or 
lake, beach, forest, 
mountain, or 
desert area for day 
or overnight trips 
within California.

9

Outdoor 
Recreation 
Legacy 
Partnership 
Program

National 
Park Service/ 
California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Outdoor Recreation 
Legacy Partnership Program is 
a federal National Park Service 
grant program administered 
by the California Department 
of Parks and Recreation. 
The program focuses on 
communities with little to no 
access to publicly available, 
close-by, outdoor recreation 
opportunities in urban areas. 
The program funds the 
acquisition or development 
of new parks, or substantial 
renovations to parks in 
economically disadvantaged 
cities or towns of at least 
30,000 people.

Annual X X

• Land acquisition 
for outdoor 
recreation
• Development of 
recreation features 
and amenities 
for outdoor 
recreation

* INF - Infrastructure     PLN - Planning and Design     PGM - Programming     TRL - Trails
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

10

Ramp 
Repair and 
Modification 
Grant Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Statewide Ramp Repair 
and Modification Grant 
Program provides funding 
to quickly restore safe and 
convenient public boating 
access by correcting public 
health and safety issues caused 
by unexpected damage due to 
flood, accidents, wildfires or by 
extending existing boat ramps 
as needed due to drought 
conditions at DBW-funded 
boat launching facilities.

Annual X

• Restore boating 
access and 
launching facilities
• Address health 
or safety issues

11
Recreational 
Trails Program

U.S. 
Department of 
Transportation  
Federal 
Highway 
Administration 
/California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Recreational Trails Program 
is a federal U.S. Department 
of Transportation grant 
program administered by the 
California Department of Parks 
and Recreation. The program 
provides funding to develop and 
maintain recreational trails and 
trail-related facilities for both 
non-motorized and motorized 
recreational trail uses.

Annual X X

•  Land acquisition
• Development/
rehabilitation of 
trails, trailheads, 
and trail amenities
• Construction of 
new trails
• Maintenance of 
existing trails

12

Statewide Park 
Development 
and 
Community 
Revitalization 
Program

California 
Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

The Statewide Park Program 
provides funding to create 
new parks and recreation 
opportunities in critically 
underserved communities 
across California. Project 
selection is based on several 
criteria, including need-based 
criteria, such as critical lack of 
park space, significant poverty, 
community challenges, and 
more.

Annual X X

• Land acquisition
• Rehabilitation 
of existing or 
development of 
new recreation 
features, such as, 
an aquatic center, 
athletic fields, 
amphitheater, 
community 
gardens, dog 
parks, open space, 
trails, skate parks, 
public art, picnic 
areas, etc.

* INF - Infrastructure     PLN - Planning and Design     PGM - Programming     TRL - Trails
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

13
Wildlife 
Conservation 
Board Grants

Wildlife 
Conservation 
Board

The Wildlife Conservation 
Board provides funding 
for habitat acquisition, 
conservation, and restoration, 
as well as development of 
compatible public access 
facilities. Project benefits 
should include one or more 
of the following: protected 
biodiversity, increased 
climate resilience, enhanced 
public access, conserved/
enhanced working landscapes, 
conserved/enhanced water-
related projects, and/or 
support of the State Wildlife 
Action Plan.

Ongoing X X X

• Open-space 
corridors or trail 
linkages
• Publicly 
accessible 
hunting, fishing, 
wildlife viewing, 
and other wildlife-
dependent 
recreational 
opportunities
• Climate 
adaptation and 
resilience projects
• Habitat 
restoration

PHILANTHROPIC PROGRAMS

14
Energize the 
Environment 
Grant Program

Quadratec

Quadratec offers small one-
time grants for projects that 
promote environmental 
connection, responsibility, and/
or stewardship.

Annual X

• Trail building 
or restoration 
projects
• Park 
beautification 
events
• Environmental 
education projects
• Youth 
educational 
engagement 
events

15
Fruit Trees 
For Your 
Community

The Fruit 
Tree Planting 
Foundation

The Fruit Tree Planting 
Foundation donates fruit 
orchards where the harvest 
will best serve communities 
for generations, at places such 
as community gardens, public 
schools, city/state parks, low-
income neighborhoods, Native 
American reservations, and 
other high impact areas.

Ongoing X

• Planting of high-
quality fruit-trees 
and shrubs at a 
local park

* INF - Infrastructure     PLN - Planning and Design     PGM - Programming     TRL - Trails
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

16
Hometown 
Grants

T-Mobile

Hometown Grants fund shovel-
ready projects in rural towns 
(with populations <50,000) 
that foster local connections, 
including technology upgrades, 
outdoor spaces, the arts, and 
community centers.

Quarterly X X

• Improvements to 
outdoor parks or 
trails
• Adaptive uses 
of older buildings 
into community 
centers

17
Humanities 
Projects Grants

National 
Endowment 
for 
Humanities

The National Endowment for 
Humanities offers a range of 
different grant programs on an 
ongoing basis. Different grant 
programs provide funding 
for a variety of outputs, 
including but not limited to 
infrastructure, equipment, 
programming, curriculum, 
research, media, and more.

Ongoing X X X

• Art or science 
exhibitions
• Community 
discussions
• Films and 
documentaries
• Climate 
adaptation 
planning
• Cultural 
preservation and 
resilience
• Trainings and 
workshops

18
PeopleForBikes 
Community 
Grant Program

PeopleForBikes

The PeopleForBikes 
Community Grant Program 
supports bicycle infrastructure 
projects and targeted initiatives 
that make it easier and safer 
for people of all ages and 
abilities to ride.

Annual X X

• Bike paths, lanes, 
trails and bridges
• Mountain bike 
facilities
• Bike parks and 
pump tracks
• BMX facilities
• End-of-trip 
facilities such as 
bike racks, bike 
parking, bike 
repair stations and 
bike storage

* INF - Infrastructure     PLN - Planning and Design     PGM - Programming     TRL - Trails
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

19
Outdoor 
Access 
Initiative

Yamaha

Yamaha provides funding 
to non-profit or tax exempt 
groups (clubs & associations), 
public riding areas (local, 
state and federal), outdoor 
enthusiast associations 
and land conservation 
organizations, and 
communities with an interest 
in protecting, improving, 
expanding and/or maintaining 
access for safe, responsible, 
and sustainable use by 
motorized off-road vehicles.

Quarterly X X

• Trail 
development
• Trail signage
• Trail mapping/
map production
• Wildlife 
and habitat 
management
• Establishing 
public access to 
land for outdoor 
recreation

20
Rails to Trails 
Grant Program

Rails to Trails

Rails to Trails provides funding 
to organizations and local 
agencies that are working to 
develop and connect equitable 
trail networks.

Annual X X X

• Rail-trail
• Greenway
• Multi-use trail
• Shared-use path

21
The Skatepark 
Project Grants

The 
Skatepark 
Project

The Skatepark Project offers 
grants to help underserved 
communities create safe and 
inclusive public skateparks for 
youth.

Annual X

• New Skatepark 
Construction
• New Skate Spot 
Construction
• Skateable Art 
Sculptures
• Active City 
Space Conversion 
(legalizing 
skateboarding in 
shared spaces)
• Accessibility 
Improvements/
Repairs

22
The Soccer 
Fund

U.S. Soccer 
Foundation

The Soccer Fund provides 
funding for mini-pitch and 
sports lighting projects. Mini-
pitches are ideal for urban 
areas and other communities 
where finding a safe place to 
play can be difficult. These 
small, customized, hard-court 
surfaces are perfectly suited 
for organized soccer programs 
and pick-up games.

Ongoing X

• Mini-pitch 
project
• Soccer lighting 
project

23
USTA Facility 
Funding Grant 
Program

United 
States Tennis 
Association

The United States Tennis 
Association offers grants to 
upgrade existing and build new 
tennis facilities.

Ongoing X

• Construction of 
new tennis facility
• Resurfacing of 
existing tennis 
court
• Tennis 
court amenity 
improvements
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FUNDING 
PROGRAM

FUNDING 
SOURCE PURPOSE/DESCRIPTION FUNDING 

CYCLE

PROJECT TYPE
PROJECT EXAMPLES

INF PLN PGM TRL

24
Youth 
Development 
Foundation

MLB/MLBPA

MLB-MLBPA Youth 
Development Foundation (YDF) 
is a joint initiative by MLB and 
MLBPA to support efforts that 
focus on improving the caliber, 
effectiveness and availability of 
amateur baseball and softball 
programs across the United 
States and internationally.

Ongoing X X

• Field lighting, 
renovations, and 
construction
• Equipment 
and/or fees for 
baseball and 
softball programs
• Programs to 
promote baseball 
and softball

4.17.1 FUNDING TOOLS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
In addition to the funding programs provided in the previous tables, there are also a number of traditional 
funding and financing tools available to local governments that may be used to advance parks and recre-
ation projects.

These funding and financing tools include, but are not limited to:

 » Community Facilities District
 » Easement Agreements/Rules
 » Equipment Rental Fees
 » Facilities Benefit Assessment 

District
 » Facility Use Permit Fees
 » Recreation Service Fees
 » Food and Beverage Tax
 » General Fund
 » General Obligation Bonds
 » Infrastructure Financing Dis-

trict
 » In-Lieu Fees
 » Intergovernmental Agree-

ments
 » Lease Revenues
 » Mello Roos District
 » Park Impact Fees
 » Pouring Rights Agreements
 » Private Development Agree-

ments
 » Residential Park Improvement 

Fees
 » Revenue Bond Revenues
 » Sales Tax Revenues
 » Surplus Real Estate Sale Rev-

enues

 » Traffic Impact Fees
 » Transient Occupancy Tax 

Revenues
 » Utility Taxes
 » Wastewater Fund Reserves
 » Business Improvement Dis-

trict
 » Maintenance Assessment 

District
 » Property Based Improvement 

District
 » Landscape Maintenance Dis-

trict
 » Targeted Fundraising Activi-

ties
 » Special Habitat Conservation 

Programs
 » Special Parks and Recreation 

Bond Revenues


