Fire Department

MEMORANDUM
To:

Public Safety Subcommittee

From:

Zuzzette Bricker, Office of Emergency Management Program Manager

Date:

February 21, 2017

Subject: January 2017 Office of Emergency Management Report

Mission: The Office of Emergency Management is responsible for minimizing the impact of
natural and man-made disasters by establishing readiness through city-wide prevention,
preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation.
Current Preparedness Level: SEMS is the system required by Government Code §8607
(a) for managing response to multi-agency and multi-jurisdiction emergencies in California.
SEMS provides for a multiple level emergency response organization and is intended to
structure and facilitate the flow of emergency information and resources within and between
the organizational levels.
Major Winter Storm
During the month of January, Riverside County received record breaking rainfall which
caused significant damage to roadways, critical infrastructure, area residences and
businesses. As part of this rainfall, the City of Moreno Valley also experienced impacts
which required cleanup and handling.
On Friday, January 20th, and Sunday, January 22nd, the City of Moreno Valley initiated its
Management Watch Emergency Operations Center (EOC) activation level to ensure
proper response to address the needs of the City.
During the January Storm event, it is estimated the City of Moreno Valley’s Preliminary
Damage Assessment costs are approximately $21,000.00 including responses to the
calls for service to ensure the safety of our residents, and clean-up of water and debris
flows from impacted roadways.
Management Watch:
The City of Moreno Valley’s Office of Emergency Management will maintain surveillance
of current events and recommend to the City Manager that Management Watch be
initiated whenever:
Forecast/existing weather or other natural phenomenon is of such intensity to indicate a
need for added precaution or extra protective measures; and/or an incident in progress is

causing distress or damages of a serious nature but not of a magnitude requiring an
emergency declaration.
During the Management Watch activation, Public Works also initiated a Department
Operations Center (DOC) activation to monitor the event. The EOC worked in concert
with Public Works to monitor calls for service, resource deployment and debris clean-up
efforts in the impacted areas. The largest impact was the mud flow and clean-up of
Moreno Beach Dr. between Juniper Ave. to Kalmia Ave.
On January 31, 2017, the Riverside County Director of Emergency Services presented a
request for Proclamation of Local Emergency to the Riverside County Board of
Supervisors. This request was adopted, ratified and forwarded to the State of California
with a request to be added to the Governor’s State of Emergency which was previously
issued on January 23rd.
On February 2nd, the Riverside County Emergency Management Department (EMD) was
notified by California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) that additional California
counties sustained substantial damages and that there would be a request for a federal
emergency declaration and federal funding support. Cal OES encouraged EMD to
request California Disaster Assistance Act (CDAA) and Federal (FEMA) funding support,
and on February 3rd a letter was sent to the Governor to request same.
On February 8th, the City of Moreno Valley Office of Emergency Management was
contacted by EMD and notified that EMD and Cal OES would be sending a Preliminary
Damage Assessment (PDA) team to view reported damages and to evaluate eligibility for
requested assistance. Later on the 8th, OEM staff met briefly with the PDA and provided
an overview of storm related damage impacts experienced throughout the City during the
rain event.
Additionally, information previously obtained from Public Works Maintenance and
Operations, to include personnel overtime costs, damage estimates and additional
supplies purchased for mitigation measures, were reviewed as a basis for potential
reimbursement possibilities.
OEM has provided Cal OES, Riverside County, and EMD the City’s damage estimates in
support of County and State thresholds to evaluate if State or Federal recovery funding
will be available. OEM has no timetable for the acceptance and approval of recovery
funding.

