Public Safety Sub-Committee Meeting - Minutes of October 17, 2017
Participants: V. Baca, D. Marquez, T. DeSantis, F. London, P. Early, T. Clark, S. Fries, M.
Williams, Z. Bricker, G. Gonzalez
Guests:

None

1.

INTRODUCTIONS – 2:50 p.m.

2.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

3.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
ACTION: Council Member Marquez moved and Mayor Pro Tem Baca seconded, to approve the
Minutes of September 19, 2017.

4.

SHELTER SERVICES AND ACTIVITY – (Written Report Only)
A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting.
Animal Services Division Manager Steve Fries informed the Committee that the new Play Yard is
now open and being well used. Mayor Pro Tem Baca stated that she visited the Animal Shelter
and commented that the facility was very clean.
Council Member Marquez asked for the status on adoptions during the Artober Fest event.
Steve Fries reported that there were several adoptions and it was great exposure for the Animal
Shelter facility. Assistant City Manager Tom DeSantis added that the Animal Shelter staff will
have two female dogs featured and available for adoption at the Salvation Army luncheon.

5.

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE
Assistant City Attorney Paul Early provided an update on fireworks prosecutions and highlighted
the following:



6A.

Six cases for sales of fireworks, during the 4th of July Holiday, were forwarded by the
Police Department to the City Attorney’s office for prosecution.
Average sentence was 3 years probation, 40 hours of community services and penalties
from $500 owed to the City and $1,500 to the courts.

FIRE SERVICES STATUS REPORT – (Written Report Only)
A written report was submitted prior to the meeting. There were no questions from the
Committee.

6B.

FIRE PREVENTION REPORT – (Written Report Only)
A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting. There were no questions from the
Committee.

6C.

OEM REPORT – (Written Report Only)
A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting.
Emergency Management Program Manager Zuzzette Bricker provided information on the 2017
Great Shakeout and highlighted the following:


The City of Moreno Valley will participate in the Great Shakeout scheduled for October
19, 2017 at 10:19 a.m. Currently, Riverside County has 678,000 participants signed up
for this event.



Shakeout began in California in 2008 and now has more than 55 million participants
each year, across the US. Participation provides agencies with the opportunity to
evaluate emergency plans, increase awareness of earthquake safety among their own
employees, and improve resiliency within their community.

Battalion Chief Williams reported that the Riverside County Fire Department requested and
received approval, through the Governor’s Office, for 100 out-of-state fire agencies to assist
with the recent fires; 50 were sent to North Anderson Station and 50 to Prado Staging Area in
Chino. He also reported that Fire Chief Ahmad was back from Nevada County from an
assignment.

7A.

POLICE PERSONNEL STATUS REPORT – (Written Report Only)
A written Report was submitted prior to the meeting.
Council Member Marquez commented on the recent report of robberies and asked if most
suspects are found to be from out of town. Lt. Clark explained that the freeway proximity
provides for easy access to the City.

7B.

POLICE UPDATED ORGANIZATIONAL CHART – (Written Report Only)
The organizational chart was submitted prior to the meeting. There were no questions from the
Committee.

8.

FIREWORKS ENFORCEMENT (November 14 Council Study Session)
Tom DeSantis informed the Committee that Public Safety Contracts Administrator Felicia
London is preparing the report for the November 14th Council Study Session and this update
serves as a preview of the scope of the report. Felicia London explained that the report will

present Council with options to consider increasing the fine structure under current Ordinance
806 and discuss the possibility of legalizing safe and sane fireworks.
In response to Mayor Pro Tem Baca regarding current fines, Paul Early provided the following
information:





Fines apply to the possession, use, sale and handling of any fireworks.
Administrative citations may be issued by the Police Department and Code Compliance
Officers. Fines range from $100, $200, and $500; almost 100% of the money comes back
to the City.
The Police Department may request for the City Attorney to file criminal complaints if
there is probable cause. The fines with criminal complaints range from $1,000 and six
months in jail. The $1,000 fine may turn into $3,000 when you add court associated
fees.

The meeting adjourned at 3:08 pm.

